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HERALDIC  DESCRIPTION  OF  HAM  MACK 


ARMS  _ Paly  of  four,  or  and  gules;  on  a  chief  azure,  a  lion  passant  argent. 

CREST  —  A  demi  lion  rampant  per  pale  or  and  sable. 
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WANDERING  BACK  -  VOL.  II  PART  IV 

BY  HENRY  F.  HAMMACK 
McRAE,  ARKANSAS 

The  index  of  subjects  contained  in  this  part.  As  this  is  a  con¬ 
tinuation,  oy  another  part,  of  Vol.  II,  a  preface  is  considered  un¬ 
necessary,  but  this  part  goes  back  to  and  proves  the  beginning  of 
the  Hammack  name.  It  will  be  necessary  to  WANDER  BACK  into 


previous  parts  in  tracing  ancestry,  and  lineages. 
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HAMMACK  COAT  OF  ARMS.  The  frontispiece  is  simply 
a  drawing,  in  black  and  white,  representative  of  the  original 
Arms  as  conceived  by  scientists  in  the  John  W.  Ward  &  Co., 
organization  of  73  Wentworth  Street,  Charleston,  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  The  HAMMACK  Knight-in-Armor  existed  in  some 
century  between  the  10th  and  the  17th  and  calculated  by 
some  as  being,  possibly,  the  14th.  The  Arms  is  authentic, 
but  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  all  Hammacks  of  the  world 
are  his  posterity.  Some  authorities  say  the  name  originated 
as  a  misnomer  for  Halmarek  (Almarek  Haimercus)  whose 
Royal  Commission  (British)  was  erroneously  written  Ham- 
mack.  Other  authorities  say  the  name  derived  from  the 
ancient  name  Ham,  Hamm,  Hamo,  Hamon  or  Hammok.  If 
this  is  true,  then  there  were  two  separate,  unrelated  names 
Hammack  developed.  Somewhere  along  the  line,  the  name 
Hammac  was  derived  and  became  common  in  Ireland — con¬ 
sidered  a  Scotch-Irish  name.  People  of  this  name  in  Ireland 
were  and  are  certain  that  the  Hammack  name  derived  from 
Hammac.  People  of  the  original  Hammac  name  commonly, 
in  modern  times,  change  the  spelling  to  Hammack,  and  some 
original  Hammacks  in  America  have  changed  to  Hammock. 

The  technical  description  of  the  Coat  of  Arms:  ARMS — 
paly  of  four,  or  an  gules,  on  a  chief  azure,  a  lion  passant 
argent;  CREST  —  a  demi  lion  rampant  per  pale  or  and  sable. 
The  helmet  (top)  denotes  knight,  but  not  a  Noble  or  Esquire. 
The  wreath  denotes  meritorous  service,  or  bravery,  or 
heroism.  The  lion  passant  argent  also  denotes  bravery  or 
heroism,  and  the  ruler  of  a  village,  estate  or  manor,  or  the 
maker  of  a  village,  estate  or  manor.  The  colors  in  the  original 
drawing,  which  could  not  be  shown  in  this  print,  have  a  tech¬ 
nical  meaning.  Tap,  lion  passant  argent,  front  yellow,  rear, 
blue;  wreath  yellow  and  red;  helmet  blue,  demi  lion  on  shield, 
white  on  a  field  of  azure  and  below  this  field  four  columns 
alternately  yellow  and  red.  This  description  will  be  under¬ 
standable  to  those  versed  in  the  science  of  Heraldry,  and  is 
given  here  only  for  that  reason. 

HAMMOK  COAT  OF  ARMS.  Discovery  of  this  was  made 
by  Nace  Cromwell  Hammack  of  Lyndon  (Louisville)  Ken¬ 
tucky,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Heraldic  science  and  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  research.  (See  “THE  KENTUCKY  HAM- 
MACKS”). 

Description  of  Heraldic  Arms  and  Origin  of  Hammack 

He  has  searched  for  and  failed  to  find  the  Hammack 
Arms  and  is  now  searching  for  it  along  the  Halmarek  line. 
He  drew  a  sketch  of  the  Hammack  Arms  which  is  similar  to 
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the  Hammack  Arms  with  the  exception  of  the  shield,  the 
painting  of  which  divides  it  into  four  corner  sections,  each 
section  containing  a  “pierced”  star.  Dividers  are  red  and  the 
star  sections  silver.  The  star  in  heraldry  is  called  a  mullet 
(or  molet)  and  has  no  reference,  whatever,  to  the  fish  of  that 
name.  The  hole  in  the  star  means  “pierced”,  and  it  is  silver, 
too,  like  the  field  around  the  star.  This  would  be  the  Arms  of 
the  Hammocks  if  ever  there  have  been  people  originally  of 
that  name.  It  would  also  be  the  Arms  of  any  Hammacks 
not  of  the  Halmarek  descent.  It  may  be  the  Arms  of  the 
Hammocks  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  could  be  the  Arms  of 
some  of  the  Hammocks  of  America  if  there  are  any  here  that 
have  not  at  some  time  in  the  past  changed  the  spelling  of 
their  name  from  Hammack. 

The  Scotch-Irish  Hammac  found  in  Ireland  must  be  of 
the  same  lineage  as  the  English  Hammack.  Ancient  history 
tells  us  that  many  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  of  Britain  migrated 
to  these  Islands  and  became  the  Scotch-Irish.  It  would  be 
a  simple  matter  for  two  of  the  Scotch-Irish  Hammac  to  be 
driven  from  Ireland  to  England,  according  to  tradition  in 
so  many  of  our  lines  today,  because  of  their  religious  beliefs, 
and  then  -change  the  spelling  to  Hammack,  as  so  many  of 
the  Hammac  have  done  after  leaving  that  country.  Our 
statement  previously  to  this  effect  is  not  now  considered 
farfetched  at  all. 

Regarding  Arms,  Cromwell  Hammack,  said  further: 
“There  are,  of  course,  arms  belonging  to  the  name  Hammick 
of  old  Cavendish  Square,  London,  but  this  is  comparatively 
recent  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  name  as  we  know  it, 
while  the  Hammok  arms  are  old,  though  we  do  not  know  just 
when  they  were  originated.” 

Regarding  the  search  he  has  made  for  the  origin  of  the 
name,  he  says  that  in  Anglo-Saxon  times  Ham  meant:  A 
home;  house;  village;  town,  also  an  estate  or  manor,  with  its 
community  of  serfs  and  survives  in  many  suffix-laden  terms, 
such  as  Buckingham,  Cheltenham  and  Oldham.  In  ancient 
times,  ham  was  spelled  several  ways:  ham,  hamm,  horn, 
hamme,  hamma.  However  spelled,  it  referred  to  low-lying, 
flat  meadowland,  enclosed  and  located  on  a  stream.  All  of 
the  “Hams”  were  in  the  south  of  England.  Another  Saxon 
word,  “Ack”  meant  oak  and  resulted  in  such  names  as  Acker¬ 
man.  Ackland  is  the  name  of  a  place  in  North  Devonshire, 
England,  so  called  because  it  was  in  a  grove  of  oaks.  Ac  ack, 
ake  are  old  terms  for  oak  in  the  old  Saxon  tongue.  (See 
“An  Etymotogical  Dictionary  of  Family  and  Christian  Names,” 
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by  William  Arthur:  New  York,  Sheldon  Blakeman  Co.,  1857, 
p.  47).  The  point  is,  that  the  people  living  in  the  environ¬ 
ments  sometimes  acquired  names  by  which  the  environment 
was  known.  Another  possibility  of  the  origin  of  our  name: 
It  was  the  practice  of  early  Christians  to  take  the  surnames 
of  favorite  Bible  personalities.  It  is  thought  by  many  of  the 
experts  that  names  such  as  Hammond,  Hammatt,  Hamlin, 
Hammett,  and,  of  course,  Hammac,  Hammack,  all  stem  back 
to  become  some  sort  of  a  diminutive  of  a  word  which  would 
signify  “The  son  of  Hamon.”  As  a  front  name,  Hamon  has 
practically  disappeared,  but  left  the  diminutives. 

Ham,  a  shortened  form  of  Hamon,  was  one  of  the  sons 
of  Noah,  the  father  of  Canaan  (Gen.  v.  32)  and  the  word 
“ham”  in  Hebrew  implies  swarthiness.  The  descendants  of 
Ham  were  known  as  Hamites,  and  were  the  Caucasians  from 
the  earliest  days,  inhabiting  northeast  Africa  and  the  Canary 
Isles.  They  are  credited  with  the  earliest  known  writing, 
the  ancient  Egyptian,  by  members  of  the  Hamite  stock.  The 
Negroes  of  North  Africa  believe  they  are  descendants  of  Ham 
because  the  Ethiopian  tongue  bears  similarities  to  one  of  the 
three  divisions  of  the  Hamite  language.  English  experts  say 
that  the  names  Hamo  and  Hamon  were  introduced  in  Eng¬ 
land  by  the  Normans  and  soon  became  common.  The  dim¬ 
inutives  created  around  these  names  could  have  given  rise 
to  Hammack  and  the  names  similar.  Remember,  this  is  the 
idea  of  the  experts,  and  is  not  Cromwell  Hammock’s  personal 
belief.  Neither  is  it  my  personal  belief.  I  take  Halmarek,  the 
man  who  was  misnamed  Hammack  through  error. 

For  those  who  wish  to  learn  more  on  the  laws,  regula¬ 
tions  and  usage  of  Coats  of  Arms,  and  who  is  entitled  to 
them,  it  is  recommended  that  they  consult  Burke’s  General 
Armory,  London:  Harrison  &  Sons,  1884,  especially  p.  vii  of 
introductions.  We  have  given  the  foregoing  and  the  front¬ 
ispiece  drawing  because  of  the  many  inquiries  received  con¬ 
cerning  a  HAMMACK  Coat  of  Arms. 

It  is  so  evident  that  two  separate  and  unrelated  names 
were  started  in  England,  so  much  alike  as  to  cause  confusion, 
we  can,  and  do,  conclude  that  the  name  Hammock  derived 
from  the  ancient  English  name  Hammok,  and  that  the  name 
Hammack  derived  from  the  ancent  name  Halmareck,  chang¬ 
ed  through  error  in  writing  a  Royal  Commission  to  Hammack. 
Hammack  or  Hammock,  as  so  many  have  asserted  and  be¬ 
lieved,  is  incorrect  and  completely  unrelated.  There  is  no  kin¬ 
ship  between  posterity  correctly  spelling  the  name  either  way 
Of  course,  there  are  a  good  many  in  America  naming  them- 
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selves  Hammock  and  are  not;  and  there,  undoubtedly,  are 
others  so  naming  themselves  correctly. 

The  only  reason  Allin  Harnock  was  assumed  to  be  a 
Hammack  was  the  fact  that  Captain  Black's  ship,  the  Globe, 
brought  him  to  one  of  the  Virginia  colonies  in  1635,  where, 
in  1656,  William  Hammack  settled,  21  years  later.  No  record 
of  any  kind  was  ever  found  on  Allin  Harnock  in  Virginia, 
afterwards,  but  not  long  afterwards  records  on  him  are  round 
in  Massachusetts,  in  or  near  Boston.  His  name,  then,  may 
have  been  like  Captain  Black  spelled  it  or  it  may  have  been 
Hammock  or  Even  Hammack.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any 
relationship,  whatever,  in  England  between  Allin  Harnock 
and  William  Hammack.  This  is  cumulative  evidence  that 
Allin’s  name  derived  from  the  ancient  Hammok  and  that  in 
America  he  was  the  forefather  of  Hammock  posterity.  There 
is  no  recorded  evidence  that  any  of  these  New  England 
families  ever  drifted  southwestward  into  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Tennessee.  The  Hammock 
families  here  have  long  spelled  the  name  incorrectly,  and 
thus  designated  themselves  descendants  of  Hammok  instead 
of  Hammack. 

Eliminating  Allin  Harnock,  Hammack,  or  Hammock,  the 
first  generation  of  Virginia  Hammacks  were:  William  (our 
forefather)  John  (one  child,  son  William)  and  Elizabeth 
(posterity  unknown;  were  not  of  the  name,  ii  any).  The 
second  generation  were  William’s  children:  William  (the 
eldest)  Robert,  Benedict,  Richard,  William  (the  youngest) 
and  Elizabeth.  All  five  of  these  sons  were  living  at  the  time 
of  the  will;  therefore,  the  grandchildren  mentioned  in  the 
will  were  the  children  of  a  deceased  daughter  or  son.  Daniel, 
whose  posterity  has  been  so  large,  was  a  grandson  of  ola 
William.  His  father  was  living  at  the  time  of  old  William’s 
death  in  1700;  otherwise,  he  would  have  been  named  in  the 
old  man’s  will.  Likely,  he  was  a  son  of  “my  eldest  son,  Wil¬ 
liam,”  but  proof  of  his  birth  and  parentage  has  not  been 
found  up  to  the  present  time. 

See  “William  Hammack,  the  first,  His  Children,”  which 

follows. 

WILLIAM  HAMMACK,  the  first,  His  Children.  The  will, 
made  in  1700,  probation  begun  in  1701,  and  the  Farnham 
Parish  (Virginia)  Register  of  Births,  started  about  the  year 
1688,  established  the  names  of  all  children: 

William,  first-born  and  disinherited;  John,  Richard 
(named  executor,  and  action  in  court  taken  against  him  by 
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John  Crowley  May  7,  1702;  also,  he  was  prosecuted,  as  an 
individual,  for  not  repairing  to  his  Parish  Church) ;  William, 
“my  youngest  son”,  a  minor,  “Do  make  my  son  William 
(youngest)  of  age  at  18  to  receive  his  estate;”  daughter  Eliza¬ 
beth;  “Do  make  my  daughter,  Elizabeth,  of  age  at  16  years 
to  receive  her  estate.  (This  indicates  young  William  was 
born  1682,  Elizabeth  1684.  The  will  next  bequeathed  to  three 
grandchildren  (without  naming  the  son  parent:  William, 
John,  Mary,  “till  age  of  20.”  then  names  sons  Benedict  and 
Robert,  then,  another  grandson,  John  without  naming  the 
son  parent.  The  first  three  grandchildren  were  living  “with 
me.”  “All  the  rest  of  my  estate,  after  death  of  my  wife,  to 
be  divided  amongst  my  children.”  With  this  last  clause  in 
the  will,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  if  there  were  other 
children  than  those  named  above.  Nowhere  in  the  will  is  the 
name  of  his  wife  given.  The  evident  lapse  of  several  years 
between  the  births  of  Richard  and  of  “my  youngest  son  Wil¬ 
liam”  and  daughter  Elizabeth  indicates  that  Richard’s 
mother  was  deceased  and  that  William  and  Elizabeth  were 
children  of  a  second  marriage.  Richard’s  mother,  according 
to  the  parish  birth  record  was  Grace,  wife  of  William.  Eliza¬ 
beth  evidently  was  named  for  William’s  sister,  though  that 
possibly  was  the  name  of  his  second  wife,  too.  It  is  apparent 
that  William  Hammack  I  was  married  in  England  before 
coming  to  Farnham  (Virginia)  in  1656. 

Richard  Hammack,  son  of  William,  as  above,  whose  birth 
is  recorded  in  the  Farnham  Parish  birth  record  was  “Born 
Richard,  son  of  William  and  Grace  Hammack,  May  4,  1674. 
(This  is  the  first  birth  recorded).  In  the  court  records,  we 
find  named  Richard  Hammack,  Jr.,  who,  of  course,  was  a  son 
of  Richard,  Sr.  Junior  was  the  one  fined  for  “not  repairing 
to  his  Parish  Church.” 

All  Hammacks  of  the  South,  and,  evidently,  all  Ham¬ 
mocks,  too,  are  descended  from  William  Hammack  I,  through 
cne  of  the  sons  named  above;  and,  while  there  can  not  be 
recorded  proof,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  first  Daniel  Ham¬ 
mack,  from  whom  so  many  Hammacks  are  descended,  was  a 
son  of  William  —  “my  eldest  son  William.  Daniel  I.  was  born 
too  long  ago  to  have  been  a  son  of  “my  youngest  son  William.” 
The  difficulty  is  to  trace  back  without  encountering  a  “gap” 
somewhere  along  the  line. 

The  Farnham  Parish  birth  record  does  not  include  all  of 
the  Hammack  births  or,  else,  the  writing  has  now  become 
so  obscure  in  places  that  the  names  could  not  be  deciphered 
by  searchers.  The  birth  of  William,  the  only  child  of  brother 
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John,  is  not  found.  The  birth  of  Elizabeth,  last  child  born 
to  William,  is  not  found,  but  that  of  her  brother,  “my  young¬ 
est  son  William”,  is:  “Born  William,  son  of  William  and 
(here  her  name  has  been  deciphered  by  some  as  Alece,  or 
Alee,  but  it  could  as  well  be  deciphered  Elizabeth)  Hammack, 
March  15,  1688.  This  year  date  very  probably  was  guessed 
at  too,  for  old  William,  in  his  will,  made  in  1699  or  1700,  “my 
youngest  son  William  of  age  at  18  to  receive”  his  inheritance. 
He  might  have  meant,  though,  that  this  son,  not  then  18, 
should  receive  his  inheritance  when  he  became  18.  The  birth 
record  seems  to  be  complete  for  all  of  the  births  after  1711 
to  the  last  one:  “Born  Molly  Hammack,  daughter  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Sarah  Jane,  January  22,  1777.  Daniel  Hammack’s 
birth  was  not  found,  but  as  he  is  recorded  as  being  an  elderly 
man  in  1758,  he  was  born  before  the  year  1700;  and  if  he  was 
not  a  son  of  the  first  William  then,  he  would  be  a  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Christian  Middleton  Hammack — “my  eldest  son 
William.” 

The  “eldest  son”  William  is  recorded  in  the  Farnham 
record  as  having  died  July  7,  1730,  just  five  years  after  the 
death  of  his  stepmother,  Alece,  Alee  or  Elizabeth  Hammack, 
who  is  recorded  as  having  died  February  23,  1725.  (Search¬ 
ers  met  with  the  same  difficulty  in  deciphering  her  name  in 
this  entry  as  they  did  in  the  first  entry ) . 

More  details  in  this  colonial  “family  tree,”  giving  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  first  generations  in  Virginia,  and  excluding  Allin 
Hamock,  or  Hammock,  or  Hammack  from  this  “tree”  follows. 
HAMMACK.  A  SUMMARY  OF  FIRST  GENERATIONS  IN 

VIRGINIA. 

The  assumption  that  Allin  Hammack  was  the  ancestor  of 
Virginia  Hammacks  is  incorrect.  Allin  settled  in  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  colony,  either  in  the  year  1635,  or  soon  afterwards. 
His  posterity,  large,  became  the  Northern  families. 

William  Hammack,  also  from  England,  came  to  a  Vir¬ 
ginia  colony  in  the  year  1656  and  settled  near  the  headwaters 
of  the  Yeocomico  River,  contiguous  to  or  in  the  Farnham 
Parish,  and  was  the  first  ancestor  of  the  Virginia  Hammacks 
we  know  as  Southern  Hammacks.  The  record  of  his  birth  has 
not  been  found.  His  death  has  been  proven  as  having  oc¬ 
curred  about  the  year  1700,  or  about  44  years  after  he  settled 
at  Farnham.  He  was  a  young  man,  leaving  England,  and  may 
have  been  married  or  may  have  married  immediately  after 
arriving  at  Farnham.  There  is  no  record  of  this  marriage, 
but  there  is  some  evidence  pointing  to  her  given  name  being 
Alece  or  Alcee,  their  son  William,  Jr.,  being  born  March  15, 
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1688.  After  his  first  wife’s  death,  William,  Sr.,  married  again, 
and  as  no  record  can  be  found,  we  have  to  assume  from  a  lat¬ 
er  entry  in  the  Farnham  Parish  registry  of  births  that  her 
given  name  was  Grace.  In  his  will,  William,  Sr.,  of  course  did 
not  mention  the  name  of  his  first  wife,  she  being  deceased, 
and  only  mentions  his  second  wife  as  “my  wife.”  Neither  the 
first  nor  the  second  wife  was  Christian  Middleton,  as  pre¬ 
viously  assumed;  she  married  one  of  his  two  sons  William, 
juniors.  His  wil  names  a  son  Richard.  The  Farnham  register 
shows  that  Richard  was  born  May  4,  1674,  the  son  of  William 
and  Grace  Hammack. 

Having  two  juniors  William,  it  is  now  impossible  to  tell 
which  is  which  in  the  Farnham  records,  but  one  of  the  junior 
Williams  married  Christian  Middleton.  The  other  married 
Eleanor  (?)  who  may  have  been  a  Middleton,  too,  for  there 
were  many  marriages  between  the  Hammacks  and  the  Mid¬ 
dletons.  Eleanor,  though,  could  have  been  a  daughter  of  one 
of  the  other  neighbors,  Geo.  Nicolas,  Dennis  Sullivant,  Rob¬ 
ert  Davis,  Richard  Webb,  George  Harrison,  John  Wright, 
Thomas  Lamkin  or  John  Hedley. 

William  and  Christian  (Middleton)  Hammack  are  regist¬ 
ered  as  having  a  daughter  Elizabeth  bom  Sept.  15,  1714,  und  a 
daughter  Jene,  born  Jan.  23,  1711. 

William  and  Eleanor  (?)  Hammack  are  regist¬ 
ered  as  having  a  daughter  Alice  born  March  4,  1715,  a  son 
John  Dec.  14,  1718,  a  son  William,  Jr.,  May  10,  1725,  another 
daughter  Alice  March  22,  1723,  evidently  a  confusion  or  cor¬ 
rection  of  the  preceding  Alice  entry,  or  maybe  the  first  Alice 
died  and  they  named  another  child  Alice.  Continuing:  a 
daughter  Elizabeth  born  April  11,  1734;  and  another  daugh¬ 
ter,  not  named,  born  Oct.  7,  1739. 

It  is  evident  that  all  the  births  in  these  two  William  fam¬ 
ilies  are  not  found  in  the  parish  register.  Daniel  Hammack 
I  was  born  into  one  of  these  two,  and  as  Virginia  county  rec¬ 
ords  indicate  he  was  an  aged  man,  with  a  junior  son  Daniel 
in  1758,  that  is  strong  evidence  that  he  was  a  son  of  William 
and  Christian  (Middleton)  Hammack,  he  and  other  children 
being  born  before  the  daughter  Jene  was  and  for  some  reason 
not  being  registered.  While  this  is  evidence  of  the  first  Dan¬ 
iel’s  parentage,  it  is  only  evidence,  for  Daniel  could  have  been 
a  son  of  John,  Richard  or  other  son  of  William,  Sr. 

This  is  so  far  back — beyond  the  Revolution — we  think  it 
is  like  splitting  hairs.  Our  first  ancestry  was  William,  Sr., 
barring  any  posterity  from  his  brother  John’s  son  William. 
We  can  never  know  whether  this  delicate  young,  and  only, 
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son  of  John’s  ever  grew  to  manhood,  married  and  reared  a 
family.  Such  evidence  as  we  have  indicates  that  he  did  not. 

The  genealogical  history  of  the  New  England,  or  North¬ 
ern  Hammocks,  descendants  of  Allin  Hamock,  should  be 
very  interesting  and  desirable,  but  this  Southern  writer  in¬ 
tends  to  do  no  wandering  up  there  to  find  it.  Of  course,  if  any 
information  about  them  comes,  it  will  be  duly  recorded.  How¬ 
ever,  this  is  assuming  that  Allin  really  was  a  Hammack  and 
not  a  Hammock.  Capt.  Black  whose  ship,  the  Globe,  brought 
him  from  London  to  Virginia  in  August,  1635,  spelled  his 
name  Allin  Hamock  and  soon  afterwards  Allin  went  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  We  do  not  know  the  traditional  spelling  of  the 
name  by  his  descendants,  but  there  were  Hammocks  in  Eng¬ 
land,  also  Hamocks,  not  related  to  the  Hammacks.  Ailing 
descendants,  then,  may  truly  be  Hammocks.  William,  wh^ 
came  to  Virginia  in  1656,  spelled  his  name  Hammack  and  hi. 
descendants  are  truly  Hammacks. 

William  Hammack  was  the  first  settler  in  the  Yeocomico 
river  forest  near  the  river’s  headwaters  in  Virginia,  as  now 
shown  in  the  Virginia  Archives,  coming  there  directly  from 
England  in  the  year  1656.  This  area  was  either  contiguous  to 
or  a  part  of  the  Farnham  Parish.  Allin  Hamock  (as  his  name 
was  spelled  by  Capt.  Black  of  the  Ship  Globe)  came  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  from  London  in  August,  1635,  but  did  not  settle  there; 
he  went  on  later  to  the  Massachusetts  colony.  William’s  set¬ 
tling  there  21  years  later,  though  he,  too,  came  from  England, 
indicates  he  did  not  know  Allin  as  one  of  his  own  family,  but 
our  tradition  that  two  brothers  Hammack  first  came  to 
America,  the  posterity  of  one  drifting  to  the  North  the  other’s 
drifting  to  the  Southwest,  may  have  had  its  inception  from 
these  two. 

After  William  Hammack  was  settled  in  the  Virginia 
colony,  it  is  now  evident  that  he  brought  his  brother  John 
over  from  England.  John  lived  with  William  and  his  family 
until  late  in  life  when  he  married  and  had  only  one  child,  a 
son,  whom  he  named  for  his  brother,  William. 

Among  the  early  colonial  settlers  of  Virginia  were  many 
who  developed  large  plantations  and  were  constantly  in  need 
of  labor  to  operate  them.  All  of  the  labor  needed  was  no. 
available  in  the  colonies,  so  it  became  customary  to  import 
labor  from  England,  each  planter  paying  the  ship  passage 
of  those  in  England  who  agreed  to  come,  the  cost  being  repaid 
later  by  the  immigrant  working  on  his  plantation.  James 
Price,  English  author,  owned  a  plantation  of  over  2,000  acres 
in  the  Farnham  area  and  imported  laborers  in  this  way; 
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among  them  was  William  Hammack  who  worked  on  this 
plantation  to  repay  the  cost  of  his  passage  and,  at  the  same 
time,  acquired  lands  of  his  own  and  thus  soon  became  a 
plantation  owner  himself.  James  Price  was  the  discoverer  of 
Almarek  Haimercus  Halmareck,  whose  misnomer  Hammack 
he  assumed  to  be  the  origin  of  William’s  name  and  his  an 
cestor.  Elizabeth  Hammack,  a  few  years  after  William,  was 
brought  to  Virginia  by  another  one  of  the  planters.  She  lived 
with  and  worked  for  this  planter  to  repay  her  passage,  and 
we  do  not  know  her  relationship  with  William  and  John — 
perhaps  she  was  a  sister.  Of  course,  her  posterity,  if  any,  have 
never  gone  under  the  name  Hammack.  As  has  been  noted 
(previously,  William  Hammack  was  deceased  about  1700,  John 
about  1707. 

THE  KENTUCKY  HAMMACKS.  There  were  several  lines 
of  the  old  Hammacks  settled  in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  A 
Baptist  evangelist  named  William  Hammack  and  the  Gar¬ 
rard  County  Hammacks  have  been  casually  mentioned  before. 
The  forefather  of  the  Garrard  families  of  William  Hammack, 
probably  the  evangelist,  but  not  proven  to  have  been.  The 
census  of  1850  lists  George  Hammack,  born  1814,  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  born  1808,  (dates  possibly  erroneously  reversed,) 
and  their  children:  Ephriam,  born  1835,  Rebecca  J.  born 
1863,  Sarah  E.  born  1840,  Andrew  J.  born  1842  and  James  M., 
born  after  Andrew  J.  The  latter  married  Mary  W.  Brady; 
they  had  a  son  named  William  H.,  born  April  30,  1877.  Andrew 
J.  Hammack  is  known  to  have  been  deceased  in  Garrard 
County  May  21,  1912. 

In  Madison  County,  Ky.,  in  1810,  there  were  four  families 
Hammack  listed:  Daniel,  with  four  sons  and  two  daughters; 
William  (the  evangelist,  father  of  George?)  with  two  sons 
and  one  daughter;  Lewis,  with  two  sons  and  two  daughters; 
Ephriam,  with  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Note  that 
two  of  these  had  the  traditional  names  Daniel  and  Lewis, 
indicating  descendancies  from  the  older  families  of  those 
names. 

There  was  another  William  Hammack,  a  Revolutionary 
hero  in  North  Carolina,  who  came  to  Union  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  after  the  war,  and  had  many  lines  of  descendants  in 
Union  and  adjacent  counties.  The  history-lineage  of 
these  large  families  have  been  supplied  mainly  by  Nace 
Cromwell  Hammack,  an  educator,  family  historian  and 
superintendent  in  the  Louisville,  Kentucky,  school  system, 
living  at  412  Leyton  Avenue,  Lyndon,  Kentucky,  a  suburb 
of  the  city  of  Louisville.  Some  of  the  lineage-history  was 
supplied  by  Eberly  Hammack,  superintendent  of  the  Colorain 
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Township  School,  4850  Poole  Road,  Cincinnati  39,  Ohio,  and 
some  by  Mrs.  Alice  A.  Pierson,  (also  a  Kentucky  Hammack 
descendant)  of  3333  Bisnop  st.,  Cincinnati  20,  Ohio. 

William  was  the  first  Hammack  to  come  into  Kentucky, 
and  was  born  in  Amelia  County,  Virginia,  June  15,  17o0. 
His  family  moved  to  Anson  County,  N.  C.  when  he  was  a 
youngster.  There,  he  grew  up  into  a  tall,  powerful  man, 
remaining  very  active  until  a  broken  hip  rendered  him  a 
cripple  in  later  liie.  He  entered  the  service  as  a  militiaman 
in  tne  Revolutionary  War  from  Anson  County,  N.  C.,  as  a 
volunteer  under  Captain  Threadgill,  whose  company  was 
attached  to  the  regiment  of  the  North  Carolina  Militia  under 
Colonel  Johnson,  at  first  stationed  at  Hanging  Rock,  their 
first  engagement  being  at  Eutaw  Springs,  wnere  they  de¬ 
feated  the  British  in  battle.  Later,  he  was  captured  by  the 
Tories  and  given  over  to  the  British  stationed  at  Sheraw 
Hills  on  the  waters  of  the  Congaru  near  Wardsboro.  Alter 
escaping  from  the  British,  he  joined  a  volunteer  light  horse 
company  commanded  by  Captain  Joseph  Parsons,  continuing 
in  that  service  18  months,  fighting  principally  against  the 
Tories  who  were  under  Fanning,  Denson  and  Elroad  in  the 
counties  of  Anson,  Guilford  and  Warsaw.  After  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  this  service,  he  volunteered  for  another  expedi¬ 
tion  against  the  Tories  under  Captain  Price  and  was  attach¬ 
ed  to  a  body  sent  out  to  treat  with  the  Creek  Indians.  They 
marched  to  a  place  called  “Shadow  Bone”  at  the  mouth  of 
a  creek  emptying  into  the  Coney  (?)  where  they  met  the 
Indians.  This  tour  lasted  only  three  months,  and  supposedly 
ended  William  Hammack’s  Revolutionary  service.  (He 
should  not  be  contused  with  another  William  Hammack 
who  served  in  the  Revolution  from  Virginia.  This  William 
in  North  Carolina  makes  the  10th  Hammack  we  have  listed 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  he  is  the  only  one  of  the 
10  on  wnom  we  ha\e  so  complete  a,  record  of  his  services). 

The  Revolutionary  hero  in  North  Carolina  died  in  1849 
and  was  buried  in  a  small  cemetery,  about  a  mile  from  old 
Salem  church,  a  landmark  on  the  road  between  Morgan- 
field  and  Sturgis,  Kentucky.  His  wife  is  buried  beside  him. 
She  was  Nancy  Brown,  born  1770,  died  August  16,  1843,  at 
the  age  of  73.  Her  husband  outlived  her  to  die  at  the  age 
of  88  years,  6  months,  18  days  (Jan.  3,  1849).  His  war  record 
in  on  file  in  the  Historical  Library  in  the  State  Capitol  at 
Frankfort  and  was  compiled,  evidently,  when  he  made  ap¬ 
plication  for  his  Revolutionary  War  Pension  in  Morganfield 
in  1832.  He  came  to  Kentucky  following  the  end  of  the 
Revolution,  perhaps  a  little  earlier  than  1790.  He  was  a 
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resident  in  Christian  county  from  1798  to  1803,  and  was 
living  in  Caldwell  County  in  1809,  being  the  head  of  the  only 
Hammack  family  listed  that  year,  but  in  1810  the  name 
Benjamin  Hammack  appears  under  his.  The  relationship 
of  the  two  can  not  at  this  time  be  established,  but  from 
evidence  their  relationship  was  not  that  of  son  and  father. 
Benjamin  Hammack’s  wife’s  name  was  Nancy  but  no  one 
knows  now  what  her  last  name  was  before  the  marriage. 
She  lived  a  widow  long  after  Benjamin’s  death.  There  were, 
then,  at  that  time,  two  Mrs.  Nancy  Hammacks  in  this  county, 
the  wife  of  William  being  also  named  Nancy. 

Here  are  the  immediate  lineage  of  the  Williams  Ham- 
macks. 

William  Hammack  (1760-1849),  wife  Nancy  Brown 
(1770-1843)  Their  children: 

1.  Ruth  (1793-  ?)  married  Charles  Sullivant  January  9, 
1810;  2.  Winnie  (1795-  ?)  married  Joseph  Gregory  Janu¬ 

ary  11,  1812;  3.  Nancy  (1800-  ?)  married  William  Anderson 
July  10,  1817  (Note:  The  Anderson  descendants  have  the  old 
family  Bible  records  of  marriages.  The  old  Bible  is  bound 
in  deer  hide  from  an  animal  shot  by  Wm.  Anderson,  himself. 
John  Anderson  died  in  recent  years,  but  his  two  sons  reside 
in  Morganfield  and  are  directors  in  the  Morganfield  Bank.) 

4.  William  B.  (1801-1836)  married  Martha  Mobley 
(1808-  ?)  on  March  23,  1823;  (Note:  This  is  great-grandfather 
of  Nace  Cromwell  Hammack,  who  supplied  the  lineage-his¬ 
tory). 

5.  Morgan  Brown  (1804-1870)  married  Margaret  Bishop 
(1807-  ?)  on  March  27,  1823; 

6.  Daniel  B.  (1807-  ?)  married  Ann  .  .  .  ?  (record  in¬ 
complete  at  this  time); 

7.  Jeremiah  (1811-  ?)  married  Polly  Sullivant  January 
18,  1831; 

8.  Isiah,  (1813-1840)  (No  proof  found  that  he  ever  mar¬ 
ried)  Note:  Samuel  Hammack  of  Edmonds,  state  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  page  137  reports  an  Isiah  Hammack  in  one  of  his 
lines  from  Kentucky,  but  born  in  Jasper  County,  Iowa,  Feb. 
10,  1877.  The  eldest  brother  in  this  line  was  named  Daniel, 
born  Sept.  1,  1859.  The  similarity  of  the  two  names  to  those 
listed  above  indicate  that  these  two  William  Hammack  lines 
were  closely  related.  The  name  Daniel  occurring  so  much 
in  the  descendancies  in  both  lines  is  evidence  that  both  lines 
go  back  to  Daniel  I,  who  we  have  shown  was  a  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  II 
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Now  (says  N.  C.  Hammack)  back  to  No.  4,  William  B. 
Hammack  and  his  wife,  Martha  Mobley;  they  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  a.  Paulina  (1827-  ?)  married  Terry  O’Lacy; 

b.  Thornton  Mobley  (1829-1912)  married  Nancy  Cromwell 

daughterof  Richard  Cromwell,  first  marriage,  two  chil¬ 
dren  born  before  her  death:  Esther  and  Nace  Cromwell 
Hammack.  Esther  married  Heyward  Williams  and  had 
four  children,  Ollie,  Annie,  Nettie  and  Nace.  Nace  Crom¬ 
well  (1869-1935)  married  Laura  Belle  Cannon  (1871 _ 

now,  1958,  87  years  of  age).  From  this  union,  two  sons 
were  born:  Gerald  Cannon  Hammack  (1899-1958)  and 
Nace  Cromwell  Hammack,  Jr.,  born  1909.  (N.  C.  Ham¬ 

mack  supplied  the  history-lineages-See  Note  1  below). 

c.  John  William  (1831-1914)  married  Mary  E.  Wright,  1855; 

their  children:  Henry  F.,  Wayne,  Hugh,  Edward  and 
Muir.  The  latter,  Muir  Hammack,  married  a  Wilson, 
and,  before  he  died,  the  family  moved  to  Craighead 
County,  Arkansas.  (Some  year  ago,  the  writer  of  this 
book  was  informed  there  was  a  Mrs.  Hammack  and  her 
family  living  in  or  near  Jonesboro,  Arkansas,  but  was 

never  able  to  get  in  touch  with  them.) 

d.  Charles  W.  (1834-  ?)  married  a  girl  named  Lucinda.  .  .  ? 
After  his  death,  Lucinda  married  a  C.  N.  Clark  (This  son’s 
data  can  not  be  filled  in  now). 

Back  to  No.  4-b  -  Thornton  Mobley  Hammack.  His  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  was  to  Bettie  Cromwell,  his  first  wife’s  sister. 
She  had  been  married  before  to  Henry  Hammack,  who  had 
died  and  left  her  a  wiow.  After  her  marriage  to  Thornton, 
she  lived  only  a  few  years,  and  Thornton  next  married  Annie 
Jones,  and  from  this  union  two  sons  were  born,  Arthur  and 
Lancey.  Arthur  married  Fannie  Reyburn  and  there  were  no 
children;  however,  Eberly,  (see  note  2  below)  now  living  in 
Cincinnati,  grew  up  in  Arthur’s  and  Fannie’s  home  after  his 
parents  died  when  he  was  very  young.  Uncle  Arthur  died 
about  1922,  but  Aunt  Fannie  is  still  (1958)  living  in  Union 
County,  Kentucky.  Lancey  married  Julia  Riddell,  and  they 
had  one  daughter,  Inis  Neal  Hammack,  who  is  married  (?). 
Lancey  is  deceased  and  Julia,  widow,  lives  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter  (1958). 

Back  to  Nace  Cromwell  Hammack  (Thornton  Mobley 
Hammack’s  son).  He,  as  noted,  married  Laura  Cannon  and 
they  had  a  son  named  Gerald  C.,  who  married  Elsie  Dick, 
daughter  of  Garnett  S.  Dick  (1867-1949)  and  Gibson  (Clore) 
Dick  (1876-1917).  They  had  two  sons,  Gerald  Dick  (1929) 
and  Thomas  Glenn  (1932)  Hammack.  Gerald  D.  Hammack 
married  Dorothy  Klein  in  1950  and  they  have  two  sons, 
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Stewart  Cromwell  (1955)  and  Stephen  Thomas  (1957)  Ham- 
mack.  Thomas  Glenn  Hammack  has  not  (1958)  married. 

Note  No.  1,  Nace  Cromwell  Hammack,  Jr.,  now  (1958)  a 
superintendent  in  the  Louisville,  Kentucky,  school  system, 
who  has  compiled  an  unprinted  history  of  his  lines  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  shows  his  own  line  descending  from  William  Hammack, 
the  Revolutionary  soldier,  the  son,  William,  junior,  great 
and  great,  great  grandfathers,  and  the  junior  William’s  son, 
Thornton  Mobley  Hammack,  grandfather.  The  latter’s  son 
Nace  Cromwell  Hammack  was  his  father  for  whom  he  was 
named.  Nace  Cromwell  Hammack,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Morgan- 
field,  Ky.,  April  25,  1909  (was  49  on  his  last  birthday). 

Note  No.  2.  Eberly  Hammack,  superintendent  of  Coler- 
ain  Township  School,  4850  Poole  Road,  Cincinnati  39,  Ohio, 
(1958),  as  has  been  noted  above,  descended  through  the 
Morgan  Brown  Hammack  line.  This  great,  great  grandcather 
was  born  in  Eddyville,  Kentucky,  in  1804,  and  one  of  his  sons 
was  named  Thomas,  who  was  the  great  grandfather  of 
Eberly,  the  son  Thomas,  Jr.,  his  grandfather  who  also  had  a 
son  named  Thomas,  the  father  of  Eberly.  Morgan  Brown 
Hammack  was  brought  to  Union  County  by  his  parents  when 
he  was  quite  young.  He  grew  up  there  and  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Bishop  in  1823.  M.  B.’s  father  gave  the  young  couple 
at  that  time  a  hundred  acre  tract  of  land  and  two  slaves. 
Their  land  holdings  and  slaves  were  steady  increase  and  the 
emancipation  proclamation  deprived  them  of  11  slaves. 
There  were  six  children,  Sarah  (Williams)  who  had  six  chil¬ 
dren,  Nancy  (Sullivant)  who  also  had  six  children,  Thomas 
(Eberly’s  grandfather),  who  married  Elizabeth  Montgomery 
in  1852  and  they  had  ten  children,  Alice,  Virginia,  Margaret, 
Sally,  Nancy,  John  H,  who  married  Cora  Davis,  Henry,  Lewis, 
Rowland  and  Thomas,  the  latter  Eberly’s  father.  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Chris¬ 
tian)  Montgomery.  As  has  been  noted  above,  Morgan  Brown 
Hammack  died  in  Union  County,  Ky.,  in  1870.  Cromwell 
Hammack  has  an  old  picture  of  Tom  Hammack  sitting  be¬ 
side  Margaret  Bishop  Hammack,  who,  of  course,  was  Tom’s 
mother. 

Thornton  Mobley  Hammack,  grandfather  of  N.  Crom¬ 
well  Hammack,  and  his  brother,  John  W.,  looked  very  much 
alike  in  their  later  years.  Thornton  Mobley  was  a  Captain 
in  the  Confederate  Army  under  Gen.  John  Hunt  Morgan, 
serving  in  Co.  D,  10th  Regiment  of  the  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
He  was  captured  at  Rutland,  Ohio,  after  being  wounded,  and 
was  at  first  confined  at  Point  Lookout.  From  there,  with 
600  other  prisoners,  he  was  sent  to  a  prison  at  Morris  Island, 
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S.  C.,  where  they  were  almost  starved  to  death,  being  re¬ 
duced  to  catching  cats  and  rats  and  eating  them.  The  story 
of  the  600  is  told  in  a  book,  The  Immortal  Six  Hundred,  Win¬ 
chester,  Va.,  The  Eddy  Press  Corp.,  1905,  written  by  J,  Ogden 
Murray.  The  author  said  that  my  grandfather  was  the  first 
to  prepare  a  cat  in  the  form  of  a  stew  in  an  effort  to  feed 
the  young  lieutenant,  who  was  dying  of  malnutrition.”  Later 
in  life,  the  grandfather  said  that  no  cat  could  put  his  feet  in 
their  compound  without  losing  at  least  one  of  his  nine  lives. 
After  the  war  was  over  and  he  was  released,  Thornton  re¬ 
turned  to  Morganfield,  Ky.,  and  was  married  to  Nancy  Crom¬ 
well.  There  were  two  children  born  before  her  death,  Esther 
and  Nace  Cromwell,  “my  father,  for  whom  I  was  named.” 
He  was  born  in  Princeton,  Ky.,  March  28,  1869,  and  was  only 
three  when  his  mother  died.  He  and  his  sister,  Esther,  two 
years  his  senior,  were  brought  to  Morganfield,  Union  County, 
by  their  father.  In  school,  he  received  his  teacher’s  certifi¬ 
cate  in  1888,  at  age  19.  His  college  training  was  in  old  Bethel 
College,  Russellville,  Ky.  Here,  for  awhile,  he  thought  that 
the  ministry  would  appeal  to  him,  and  went  so  far  as  to 
prepare  a  sermon,  which  he  was  asked  to  deliver  at  the  Post 
Oak  Church  a  few  miles  south  of  Russellville.  On  the  night 
before  he  was  to  preach,  a  violent  windstorm  blew  the  church 
entirely  away.  He  always  humorously  referred  to  this  inci¬ 
dent  as  God’s  way  of  telling  him  that  he  was  not  cut  out  to 
be  a  preacher.  He  married  Laura  Belle  Cannon,  of  Union 
County,  who  was  also  a  teacher  and  the  daughter  of  Jesse 
Lyhew  and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Martin)  Cannon,  of  Bordley,  Ky., 
and  they  had  two  sons,  Gerald  Cannon  Hammack  (1899) 
and  Nance  Cromwell  Hammack,  Jr.  (1909)  as  noted  above. 
The  father  was  in  educational  work  nearly  all  of  his  adult 
life,  and  was  president  of  the  Kentucky  Educational  Associ¬ 
ation  in  1913;  he  died  March  10,  1935.  The  mother  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  87.  The  brother,  Gerald,  died  of  a  heart 
attack  in  the  winter  1957-58  and  was  buried  in  Cave  Hill 
Cemetery  in  Louisville. 

Nace  Cromwell  Hammack,  junior,  has  spent  years  in 
research  for  lineage  and  history  of  the  Kentucky  Hammacks 
and  has  a  large  accumulation  of  notes  and  records  which  he 
has  never  put  in  manuscript  form  for  publication.  He  has, 
as  indicated  above,  the  history-lineage  back  to  his  great, 
great-grandfather,  William  Hammack,  a  soldier  of  the  Re¬ 
volution,  and  knows,  of  course  that  William  descended  from 
our  first  Virginia  ancestor,  William  Hammack,  a  colonial 
there  in  the  year  1656,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  proof  of  de- 
scendancy  of  Kentucky  Hammacks  between  1656  and  1776. 
A  logical  assumption  is  that  they  descended  through  Daniel 
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1.  His  son,  Daniel  II,  had  a  son  William  who  also  served  as 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  but  from  Virginia.  After  the 
Revolution,  this  William  moved  temporarily  into  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  before  moving  on  down  into  Tenenssee.  The  two  Wil¬ 
liam  soldiers  no  doubt  were  first  cousins,  but  their  relation¬ 
ship  cannot  be  established  from  any  records  discovered  up 
to  this  time. 

Thornton  M.  Hammack  had  two  brothers,  Charles  and 
John  William.  The  latter  was  born  May  13,  1831,  in  Union 
County,  Ky.,  and  married  Mary  F.  Wright  in  1855.  They  had 
five  children;  two  died  very  young  but  the  following  boys 
grew  to  manhood:  1.  Henry  F.  Hammack,  married  Mattie 
Bush  (sister  to  his  brother  Hugh’s  wife)  and  they  had  three 
children:  Aleen  (girl)  Harry,  William.  2.  Wayne  Hammack, 
married  Mannie  Moore — 3  children,  Wm.  Wayne,  moved  to 
St.  Louis  and  then  farther  west;  children:  Emma  married 
Earl  Pride,  Margaret  (?);  3.  Hugh  Hammack  married  Georgia 
Bush  (Mattie’s  sister);  they  moved  into  Todd  County,  Tren¬ 
ton  and  Guthrie,  Ky.,  area:  5  children;  John,  never  married, 
died  a  young  man  of  blood  poisoning;  Herbert,  died  young; 
Ashton,  married  a  Dickerson  daughter  from  Trenton,  Ky.; 
their  descendants  live  in  that  area.  A  baby  girl  died  in  infancy. 
4.  Elwood,  neve  rmarried  died  in  his  twenties.  5.  Muir, 
married  and  had  children,  but  Cromwell  has  no  information 
on  them.  Thornton  and  John  William  Hammack  had  an¬ 
other  brother,  Charles.  Charles  wife’s  name  was  Lucinda 
(?).  Charles  and  Lucinda  had  3  children:  1.  Thornt,  became 
a  merchant  in  Clay,  Ky.,  and  after  he  was  in  his  50’s,  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  widow,  Mrs.  Ellen  Cullen  of  Sturgis;  he  had  previously 
been  married  and  there  were  no  children  by  either  marriage. 

2.  Charles  J.  Hammack  married  Eudora  Rae;  they  had  4 
daughters  Anna  (Annye?)  married  Thomas  L.  Parrish;  Emma 
married,  his  name  unknown;  Bill  (a  girl)  married  R.  B. 
Shrewbury;  Johnn  (a  girl)  married  Charles  W.  Vance.  Charles 
J.  had  long  wished  for  a  son,  but  the  girls  came — 4  straight 
— and  he  gave  them  boys’  names.  Finally,  though,  a  boy 
did  arrive,  and  tragedy  soon  followed.  Before  this  baby  boy 
was  old  enough  to  walk,  there  was  a  violent  cyclone.  The 
father  racing  to  the  strongest  building  with  the  boy  in  his 
arms  had  him  snatched  from  his  arms  and  blown  away  into 
the  darkness.  The  body,  wedged  between  two  fallen  trees 
was  not  found  until  dawn.  3.  William  A.  Hammack  married 
twice,  first,  Emma  N.  Harris,  second,  Clarence  Nesbit.  There 
were  sevaral  children  with  no  record  on  any  except  a  son 
named  James,  who  married  Golden  Townsend.  The  father 
of  the  above  three  children  did  not  live  long  and  died  when 
the  children  were  young.  His  widow,  Lucinda,  then  married 
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C.  N.  Clark  on  April  7,  1869. 

We  have  given  you  on  preceding  pages  many  of  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  Morgan  Brown  Hammack,  one  of  the  sons  oi 
the  original  pioneer,  William.  Morgan  Brown  ana  Margaret 
Bishop  Hammack  had  7  children:  1.  Sarah  married  Edward 
Williams  and  they  had  6  children.  2.  Nancy  married  Stephen 
Sullivan,  six  children.  3.  Thomas  married  Elizabeth  Mont¬ 
gomery,  10  children.  4.  Daniel  married  Alice  Davis,  5  chil¬ 
dren.  5.  Henry  married  Elizabeth  R.  Cormwell;  they  had  a 
son  died  when  only  a  month  old,  Richard  Morgan.  Henry 
ied  when  he  was  30  and  his  widow  married  Thornton  M.  Ham¬ 
mack,  who  had  lost  his  wife  (her  sister)  Nancy  Cromwell,  who 
had  died  in  Princeton,  Ky.,  in  1871.  6.  Jeremiah  Hammack 

married  Sally  Dial,  3  children:  Mittie  married  a  Rev.  Fox 
and  they  moved  out  west;  Fannie  married  George  Tate,  6 
children:  Benjamin  married  Nora  Davis.  Ben  and  Nora  had 
9  daughters,  no  son  or  sons.  These  daughters  were:  Bina 
married  Hamner  Reeser;  Bess  married  Dr.  Henry  Allen; 
Frances  married  some  one  in  Texas  and  they  lived  there; 
George  (girl)  also  married  in  Texas;  Willie  married  a  man 
named  Daniels;  Ruth  (?)  Edna  (?)  Marie  (?)  Alice  married 

another  Hammack _ Dorrough  Hammack,  the  son  of  Colvin 

Hammack.  7.  William  Hammack  married  Mollie  Pride,  8 
children:  Elizabeth,  married  Dave  Woodard;  John  married 
Dora  Lynn  and  they  had  two  sons,  Miller  and  Rheub;  Nannie 
married  Clyde  Omer;  Brooks  (girl)  married  Robert  Carney; 
William,  Jr.,  died  when  a  boy;  Sally  never  married— she  is 
still  living  and  has  a  beauty  shop  on  Cannon’s  Lane  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.  _  The  next  child,  Morgan  Brown,  married  Lena 

Martin  and  they  had  one  son  named  Franklin  Hammack. 
He  is  a  public  accountant  and  teaches  classes  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Louisville.  (Note  the  name  Morgan  Brown  is  dupli¬ 
cated  several  times  in  the  Kentucky  lineages.  This  Morgan 
Brown  Hammack  was  a  banker  in  Morganfield,  Ky.,  and 
always  signed  his  name  Morgan  Brown  Hammack,  Jr.,  even 
though  his  father  was  named  Williams).  The  last  born  of 
these  children  was  Virginia.  Virginia  married  Tom  Lipford. 

Back  to  No.  4;  Daniel  and  Alice  Hammack  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  (Gus)  Augustus  Reese  married  Nancy  E. 
McGill.  They  had  a  son,  Seldon  Hammack,  married  Virginia 
Isabelle  Jones.  Augustus  Reece  Hammack,  better  known  as 
Gus  R.  Hammack,  is  still  living  (1958)  at  the  advanced  age 
of  85  or  6  and  is  highly  interested  in  family  history.  He  lives 
on  the  rural  route  out  of  Sullivan,  Ky.  After  his  wife  Nancy 
died,  he  married  Ethel  McKaig,  and  they  had  two  daughters, 
Evelyn  and  Geraldine.  Thomas  Hammack  married  Archie 
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McGill,  Nancy’s  sister,  and  they  had  one  son,  Earl,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Willie  Virginia  Thompson.  Willie  Virginia  is  the  only 
one  now  living — at  Sullivan,  Ky.  Thomas  Hammack  had, 
also,  3  daughters,  and  Cromwell  has  no  record  on  them  except 
their  names:  Rudell,  Floy  and  Ivy.  Morgan  Brown  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Hammack  had  one  more  son  named  Lewis,  but  he  died 
when  a  young  man. 

There  was  another  Hammack  family  in  Caldwell  County, 
Ky.,  which  does  not  tie  in  directly  with  the  Union  County 
lines.  The  head  of  the  family  was  Willoughby  Hammack, 
born  in  Georgia  1804,  wife  Jane  born  in  1808,  children:  Nancy, 
born  1833,  married  Benjamin  Lewis  1850,  Mary,  born  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  1838 — later  life  unknown — Jason  born  in  Tennessee 
1840  — died  in  Civil  War;  Marion  born  in  Tennessee  1842, 
married  Mary  S.  Walker,  and  Thomas,  born  in  Tennessee 
1847,  married  Nettie  Sarden.  (Note:  This  Willoughby  Ham¬ 
mack  is  no  doubt  the  same  as  mentioned  on  page  47  of  this 
book  on  which  nothing  of  his  lineage  or  family  could  be  found 
at  the  time  that  page  was  written.  Willoughby  Hammack 
of  Lake  City,  Fla.,  is  a  cousin — not  a  nephew — and  was  named 
for  a  maternal  uncle  Willoughby. 

On  the  1830  census  list,  Union  County,  Ky.,  1830,  appears 
the  name  Easter  Hammack,  evidently  widow,  with  two  sons 
and  two  daughters  one  of  each  falling  in  the  age  group  of  10 
and  15  and  one  of  each  in  the  age  group  of  15  and  20.  Easter’s 
age  was  given  as  falling  between  40  and  50.  We  can  connect 
this  family  with  no  known  line. 

Turning  back  again  to  the  Kentucky  William  Hammack’s 
sons  Jeremiah  and  Daniel  B.  Jeremiah  was  born  in  1811 
and  his  wife’s  name  was  Mary  (?).  Their  children  were 
Morgan  (1834)  Ruth  (1838)  Martha  (1840)  Nancy  (1842)  C. 
(?)  (1843)  William  (1846)  and  Penelope  Jane  (1850).  Daniel 
B.  was  born  in  1808  and  his  wife’s  name  was  Ann  (?).  Their 
children:  E.  (girl)  (1833)  Sarah  (1835)  Nancy  (1837)  Stephen 
(1841)  and  Martha  (1845). 

Back  to  Eberly  Hammack  (grandson  of  Thomas)  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Colerain  Township  School,  4850  Poole  Road, 
Cincinnati  39,  Ohio,  and  lives  at  10981  Bank  Road.  One  of 
several  brothers  and  sisters,  as  noted  above,  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  he,  himself,  was  born  in  Evansville,  Indiana,  Dec.  24, 
1907.  He  married  Jimmie  Dee  Sisk  at  Madisonville  Kentucky, 
August  26,  1937.  She  is  the  daughter  of  J.  D.  Sisk  there. 
They  have  three  children:  Hannah  Gail  (Behking)  born 
Nov.  3,  1958;  Lucille  Lovan  Hammack,  born  August  15,  1945, 
both  born  in  Madisonville,  Ky.,  and  William  Ira  Hammack, 
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born  May  15,  1947,  in  Cincinnati. 

Alice  A.  (Adelia)  Pierson,  who  signs  her  name  Alice  A., 
lives  at  3333  Bishop  Street,  Cincinnati  20,  Ohio,  wrote:  “My 
great  grandparents  were  Morgan  and  Peggy  Bishop  Ham- 
mack  of  Kentucky,  whose  daughter  Sarah,  twin  to  Nancy, 
was  my  grandmother.  Sarah  married  my  grandfather, 
Stephen  C.  Sullivant,  20  years  her  senior  and  a  lawyer  of 
note.  I  can  remember  my  grandfather  who  lived  to  be  94. 
Their  children:  Benjamin  Franklin  (my  father)  Margaret, 
Sarah,  Edward,  Douglas  and  Henry,  are  all  deceased.  I  am 
the  second  daughter  of  Benj.  F.  and  the  only  one  of  the 
family  living.”  Alice  A.  married  James  Trylman  Pierson 
Dec.  8,  1905;  he  was  born  Dec.  14,  1878,  deceased  July  29,  1953. 
Their  children:  James  Ttylman  Pierson,  Jr.,  who  has  a 
daughter,  Patricia  Deane  age  7,  Benjamin  Harold  Pierson, 
married  Alva  Apwisch  and  they  have  Lynn  Harold,  12,  Judith 
Anna,  10;  Howard  Davis  Pierson,  who  married  Delena  Morris; 
they  have  a  son,  Howard  D.  Jr.,  6,  and  a  daughter,  Nancy 
Jane,  2,  and  the  family  lives  in  Mt.  View,  California.  The 
youngest  of  Alice  A.  Pierson’s  children  is  Kathryn  Evelyn, 
who  married  Mark  R.  Parker;  they  have  Mark,  Jr  ,  14;  B. 
Alan,  12;  Philip  L.,  5,  and  Susan  D.,  4;  the  family  lives  in 
Corona,  California.  > 

Back  to  Eberly  Hammack.  His  parents  Tom  and  Minnie 
Hall  Hammack  died  when  he  was  very  young  and  he  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  Arthur  Hammack  and  reared  as  a 
foster  son.  He  has  three  sisters,  Margaret  Hammack  Lentz, 
Marthat  Hammack  Peterson  and  Nathalee  Hammack  Du 
Charme,  all  three  living  in  Elkhart,  Indiana. 

Currently,  neither  this  chronicler  nor  Cromwell  Ham¬ 
mack  can  name  the  ancestors  of  the  Kentucky  families  back 
of  William  Hammack,  the  North  Carolina  hero  soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  to  the  first  William  Hammack,  the  Virginia 
colonial  of  1656.  The  first  William  had  two  sons  named 
William  and  it  can  only  be  an  opinion  that  the  ancestry  goes 
back  through  one  of  them,  on  account  of  the  name,  but  there 
were  several  other  sons  besides  the  two  Williams. 

Back  to  Daniel  B.  and  Jeremiah  Hamack,  two  of  the  sons 
of  the  Kentucky  pioneer,  William  Hammack.  Daniel  B. 
(1808-1877);  married — first — Ann  Gillmore  (1812-1870)  (the 
mother  of  all  his  children) — second — Mrs.  Rebecca  Gregory 
(a  widow).  Children  by  first  wife,  Ann:  Elizabeth  (b.  1833), 
married  Wynn  Dixon  11/4/1852;  Sarah  (b.  1835,  married  Ed¬ 
win  R  Moore  8/5/1856;  Nancy  (b.  1837)  married  Geo.  W. 
Cook,  Hopkins  County,  1/22/1856  _  they  later  moved  to  St. 
Louis—;  Steven  (b.  1841)  killed  in  Civil  War,  unmarried; 
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Martha  (b.1845)  married  James  F.  Gilmore  2/6/1867,  (closely 
allied  with  her  father’s  family,  owned  jointly  (1850)  the 
lumber  mill  Hammack  &  Gilmore);  Kitturah  (b.1851)  mar¬ 
ried  W.  N.  N.  Nott,  at  parents’  home  1/6/1869.  Kitturah  was 
the  last  child  born.  Mrs.  Laura  Hammack,  Cromwell’s 
mother,  can  barely  remember  old  Daniel  Hammack,  who  lived 
on  Ramsey  Creek  in  the  1870’s.  She  remembers  him  sa  a 
rather  hardheaded  old  man  who  sometimes  made  himself  a 
little  unpopular  with  the  neighbors,  being  very  outspoken. 
Mrs.  Becky  Gregory,  a  widow  from  Illinois,  his  second  wife, 
was  an  admirable  woman,  and  endeared  herself  to  everyone 
who  knew  her.  (This  Daniel  Hammack  must  have  been  a 
grandson  of  the  first  Daniel  Hammack). 

Jeremiah  Hammack,  (son  of  William  and  Nancy  Brown 
Hammack);  (1811-1865),  married,  first,  Mary  (Sullivant?), 
second,  Mrs.  Syrena  Withers,  widow  of  John  Withers.  Jere¬ 
miah’s  children  were  all  by  his  first  wife:  Morgan  (1834- 
1915),  married,  first,  Nancy  E.  Magill  (1837-1871;  their 
children:  Sallie  Hammack  (b.1854)  married  Thomas  Black- 
well  10/8/1872;  Mary  T.  (1857-1876)  Lucy  (b.1861)  married 
D.  Lee  Gatlin  12/14/1882;  Steven  C.,  married  Emma  Simpson, 
and  their  children  were:  Steve  C.  Jr.,  married  Oma  Lee 
Aldridge;  Simpson,  married  Fannye  Loftin;  Ruby  K.  (1892- 
1911)  unmarried;  James  Edward  (1867-1942,  married  Morris 
Wicks  (1870  )and  at  this  time — 1958 — she  is  88  years  old, 
living  at  Clay,  Ky.  Their  children  were:  Colvin  Hammack, 
married  Billie  Adams — one  boy,  Colvin,  Jr _ ;  Mable,  mar¬ 

ried  Garrett  L.  Withers,  and  they  had  four  children;  Mary, 
married  J.  Edgar  Pride  and  they  had  two  children;  Archie, 
married  Neil  Wallace,  and  they  had  two  children;  Ruth, 
married  Key  P.  Sisk,  and  they  had  one  child;  Jessie,  married 
Bailey  Skinner,  and  they  had  one  child;  Winona,  married 
James  Hampton,  and  they  had  one  child;  Gordon,  married 
Nell  Montgomery,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Betty  Ham¬ 
mack,  who  married  a  Mr.  Black;  David  Staley,  married  Ruth 
Brown,  and  they  have  two  children. 

We  conclude  the  above  lineages  with  an  interesting  note: 
All  three  of  James  Edward  Hammack’s  sons,  Colvin,  Gordon 
and  David  Staley,  were  Baptist  preachers. 

Back,  again,  to  Morgan  Hammack.  After  his  first  wife 
(Nancy  E.  Magill)  died,  he  married  her  sister,  (Lucy  Magill) 
and  another  family  came  from  this  union;  four  children: 
William,  (a  doctor  in  Madisonville,  Ky.,  married  Ora  Slayton, 
and  they  had  one  danghter.  Keil;  Fred,  who  died  unmarried 
as  a  rather  young  man;  Carrie,  married  Jeff  Watson. 
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Back,  again,  to  Jeremiah  and  Mary  Hammack.  Their 
second  child  was  Ruth;  and  she  married  a  Mr.  Wallace;  3rd, 
Martha  A.,  married  G.  M.  Clark;  4th,  Nancy,  married  a  Mr. 
Freer;  5tli,  Claybourn  C.,  married  Ellen  V.  Dohrer,  and  they 
had  a  child  named  Claybourn  C.,  Jr.,  who  married  Sallie  P. 
Quirey;  they  had  two  children:  Virginia  Ethel  (1899-1912) 
and  Henry  Dorroh.  (Note  variation  in  spelling  of  original 
Dohrer).  Henry  Dorroh  Hammack  married  Ben  Alice  Ham- 
mack,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Nora  Hammack;  they  have 
nine  children: 

1.  Henry  Dorroh,  Jr.,  deceased,  killed  in  India  in  World 

War  2  ; 

2.  Ethel  Wall,  married  Otho  Edwards  -  2  children; 

3.  William  Glenn,  married  Chesney  Marie  Taylor  -  no 

children; 

4.  Ellen  Francis,  married  Howell  Cobb  -  no  children; 

5.  Louis  Edward,  married  Mattie  Lou  Nixon  -  1  daughter, 

Sallie  Lou; 

6.  Helen  Elizabeth,  married  Wayne  Wicks  -  1  daughter; 
i.  Alice  Jean,  married  A.  Scott  Fralich  -  1  son; 

8.  Warren  Franklin,  married  Marcella  McKinley  -  no  chil¬ 
dren; 

9.  Julia  Ann,  married  L.  K.  Shilelds  -  no  children. 

Jeremiah  and  Mary  Hammack’s  sixth  child  was  William, 
who  married  Helen  A.  V.  Moore,  and  he  died  rather  young. 
They  had  two  sons,  James  and  Irenus.  James  died  young; 
Irenus  married  a  girl  named  Betty  probably  in  Ar¬ 

kansas  to  which  state  he  moved  when  young.  Dr.  William 
Moore,  son  of  Penelope  Jane  Hammack  and  Dr.  W.  I.  Moore, 
once  visited  Irenus  and  Betty  then  living  in  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas.  It  is  not  known  if  they  are  still  living  there. 

Jeremiah  and  Mary’s  7th  child  was  Penelope  Jane  (1850- 
1944,  married  Dr.  W.  I.  Moore  (1844-1899)  Neppie,  as  Pene¬ 
lope  Jane  was  called,  lived  to  the  age  of  94,  and  two  of  her 
sons  were  doctors.  Their  8th  and  last  child  was  Sara  Dorothy 
Paminda,  born  1854.  She  married  Thomas  Blackwell  Oct.  8, 
1872.  The  family  called  her  Sallie,  as  a  pet  name  for  her 
aunt,  Sallie  Hammack,  the  sister  of  her  father. 

Back  to  Benjamin  Louis  and  Ella  Nora  Hammack.  He 
was  one  of  the  sons  of  Jeremiah  and  Sally  Dial  Hammack. 
You  have  noted  previously  that  Benjamin  Louis  and  Nora 
Davis  Hammack  had  nine  daughters  and  no  son.  These 
daughters  were:  Bina  Bell  (1881),  married  C.  H.  Reasor  — 

they  had  three  boys  _ ;  Elizabeth  Martha  (Bess)  married 

Dr.  Henry  B.  Allen  -  they  had  three  boys  and  one  girl,  two  of 


167 


the  boys  now  deceased;  Frances  Malcolm,  married  J.  W. 
Walter  -  one  son,  two  daughters;  George  Emma,  married  John 
C.  North  -  two  boys,  2  girls;  Willie  Wall,  married  R.  A.  Daniel 
— one  son,  one  daughter;  Ruth,  married  Robert  Sturdivant  — 
no  children;  Ivy  Marie,  now,  is  Mrs.  W.  C.  Bland.  The  next 
child  was  Edna  Foster,  married  Thomas  Blair  -  one  daughter, 
one  son. 

Benjamin  L.  and  Ella  N.  Hammack’s  last  born  child  was 
Ben  Alice.  She  married  Dorroh  (old  spelling  Dohrer)  Ham- 
mack  and  they  have  nine  children. 

THE  BRICE  WISEMAN  HAMMACKS.  See  pages  13  to  17, 
75  to  78  and  120  to  127.  (You  will  learn  in  the  following  pages 
that  Brice  W.  was  a  grandson — not  son — of  Daniel  and  Ann 
Rust  Hammack). 

Brice  Wiseman  Hammack  and  his  brothers  and  sisters 
were  children  of  William  Hammack,  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Previously,  we  have  shown  them  erroneously  as  children  of 
Daniel  and  Ann,  who  were,  actually,  their  grandparents.  This 
discovery  was  made  in  1958  through  an  old  family  history  by 
Capt.  Seneca  Watts  Hammack,  one  of  the  ten  children  of 
Brice  Wiseman  and  Jane  Wommack  Hammack,  which  history 
is  now  in  the  home  of  Miss  Helen  Wagner,  great  granddugh- 
springs,  Tennessee,  a  slight  error,  for  James  Daniel,  in  Maai- 
ter  of  Seneca  Watts  Hammack,  in  Middleton,  Montgomery 
County,  Missouri. 

Captain  Seneca  Watts  Hammack’s  “Biographical 
Sketches”  (not  printed)  states  in  part  that  the  maternal 
_  randparents  of  Seneca  Watts  Hammack  (including  of  course 
his  brothers  and  sisters)  were  William  Wommack  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Streetman,  whom  he  married,  both  born  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  and  came  to  America  “when  young.”  William 
Wommack  died  in  Sumner  County,  Tennessee,  in  1811,  and 
Catherine  died  in  Lincoln  County,  Missouri,  1835.  Their 
daughter,  Jane  Wommack  married  Brice  Wiseman  Hammack 
in  Dixon  Springs,  Smith  County,  Tennessee,  in  1817,  and  the 
couple  with  their  first  born,  moved  to  Lincoln  County,  Mis¬ 
souri,  about  three  years  later,  or  in  1820. 

Capt.  Seneca  W.  Hammack’s  sketches  name  five  sons, 
three  daughters  of  William  and  Catherine  Hammack  and 
Brice  Wiseman  as  the  first  born.  The  birth  year  of  each  of 
the  children  is  given,  except  for  the  last  two,  Josepth  and 
Elizabeth.  The  captain  stated  that  all  were  born  in  Dixon 
Springs,  Tennessee,  a  slight  error,  for  James  Daniel  in  Madi¬ 
son  County,  Mo.,  in  a  published  sketch,  stated  he  was  born  in 
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Alexandria,  Virginia,  and  of  course,  if  he  was,  then  Brice 
Wiseman  and  William  Htnry  were  born  there,  too.  This,  of 
course  is  not  important  except  it  proves  that  this  family 
moved  from  Alexandria  to  Dixon  Springs  after  1801,  when 
James  D.  was  born,  and  before  1803,  when  Martha  was  born. 
There  is  a  difference  of  one  year  in  the  birth  year  as  given  by 
James  D.,  1800,  and  his  birth  year  as  given  by  the  captain, 
1801.  The  record  as  shown  in  the  sketches  follows. 

1.  Brice  Wiseman  Hammack,  born  1796.  2.  William  Henry 
Hammack,  born  1799.  3.  James  Daniel  Hammack,  born  1801. 
(Note:  the  latter  said  in  another  biographical  sketch  that  he 
was  born  in  Virginia,  therefore  numbers  1  and  2  were  born 
there.  These  three  and  the  ones  following  are  listed  in  the 
Seneca  W.  Hammack  sketches  as  being  born  in  Dixon  Springs, 
Smith  County,  Tenn.).  4.  Martha  Hammack,  born  1803.  5. 
Sarah  Hammack  born  1806.  6.  Lemuel  Austin  Hammack  born 
1808.  7.  Joseph  Hammack,  year  of  birth  not  given.  8.  Elizabeth 
Hammack,  year  of  birth  not  given. 

1.  Brice  Wiseman  Hammack  married  Jane  Wommack  in 
Dixon  Springs,  Smith  County,  Tennessee,  in  1817,  when  he 
was  21,  and  they  moved  to  and  settled  in  Lincoln  County, 
Missouri,  near  New  Hope  in  1820.  Most  of  their  children 
were  born  there.  Leander  Martin,  their  first,  was  born  in 
Dixon  Springs  January  16,  1818.  All  of  their  other  children 
were  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Missouri:  William  Wallace,  born 
August  20,  1820,  died  at  Gatesville,  Texas,  1893.  Daniel  Alex¬ 
ander,  born  November  21,  1822.  Seneca  Watts,  born  Feb.  19, 
1825,  died  in  Middletown,  Montgomery  County,  Missouri,  Jan¬ 
uary  30,  1893.  James  Tyra,  born  March  31,  1827.  Mary  Amanda 
born  November  19,  1829.  Horace  Clay,  born  Sept.  9,  1832;  the 
record  does  not  show  the  date  of  his  death  in  Lincoln  County. 
Sarah  Jane  born  January  21,  1835,  Martha  Catherine  born 
November  20,  1837,  died  Gatesville,  Texas,  1860.  Louisa  Ann 
born  August  10,  1840.  The  lineage-history  of  most  of  these  ten 
children  has  heretofore  been  given.  The  record  shows  that 
the  father,  Brice  W.  Hammack  died  and  was  buried  at  Gates¬ 
ville,  Texas,  in  1867,  the  mother,  Jane  Wommack  Hammack, 
was  born  in  Sumner  County,  Tenn.,  December  21,  1800,  died 
and  was  buried  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  March  27,  1848. 

2.  William  Henry  Hammack.  No  information  was  given 
other  than  that  he  was  born  in  1799.  This  is  the  only  record 
we  have  ever  found  of  him. 

3.  James  Daniel  Hammack.  This  record  shows  he  was 
born  1801.  His  own  biographical  sketches  showed  his  birth  as 
1800.  See  previous  pages  under  the  heading  The  James  D. 

Hammacks. 
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4.  Martha  Hammack,  born  1803.  Married  Joe  Haynes. 
Another  record  at  Troy,  Mo.,  shows  her  birth  as  Nov.  19,  1837, 
but  this,  no  doubt,  was  the  date  of  her  marriage  to  Joe 
Haynes.  She  and  the  Haynes  family  went  to  Gatesville,  Texas 
1853  or  54,  where  she  died  in  1860.  See  No.  6  on  page  16. 

5.  Sarah  Hammack,  born  1806.  Her  full  name  was  Sarah 
Jane,  and  she  married  George  Adams.  See  No.  5,  page  16. 

6.  Lemuel  Austin  Hammack,  born  1808.  He  was  heretofore 
“the  man  of  mystery”  in  these  chronicles.  We  found  him  just 
prior  to  the  Civil  War  in  Madison  County,  Mo.,  where  he  deed¬ 
ed  a  little  Negro  girl  slave  to  “my  brother”  James  D.  Ham¬ 
mack,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  lived  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo. 
We  now  learn  from  his  brother  Seneca  W.  Hammack’s 
sketches  that  he  lived  there  only  temporarily  and  went  back 
to  their  old  home  in  Dixon  Springs,  Tenn.,  where  he  died  in 
1860.  If  married  and  having  a  family  of  his  own,  it  was  not 
given  from  the  Seneca  W.  Hammack  record. 

7.  Joseph  Hammack,  born  7th  in  Dixon  Springs  with  no 
other  information. 

8.  Elizabeth  Hammack,  born  8th  in  Dixon  Springs  with 
no  other  information. 

Information  on  some  of  those  named  above  is  given  in 
footnotes.  Brice  Wiseman  Hammack  was  born  in  Dixon 
Springs,  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  1796,  and  died  at  Gatesville, 
Texas,  January  5,  1867.  William  Henry  Hammack  was  born 
there  in  1799  and  died  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  1885.  James 
Daniel  Hammack  was  born  there  in  1801  ,and  died  in  Madison 
County,  Mo.,  date  blank.  Martha  Hammack,  born  1803,  at 
time  record  was  written,  had  not  been  heard  from  in  40  years. 
She  married  Archibald  Young.  Sarah  (Jane)  Hammack  born 
1806,  died  in  Wayne  County,  Mo.,  death  date  blank,  “long 
since  dead,”  married  Alexander  Short.  Joseph  Hammack  died 
in  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  1826.  Eliza  (Elizabeth?)  Hammack, 
died  in  Smith  County  1829. 

Note:  The  above  family  records  show  proof  that  Daniel 
II  and  Ann  Rust  Hammack  of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  were  not 
the  parents  but  were  the  grandparents  of  the  eight  above 
named  children.  When  Daniel  A.  Hammack,  eldest  son  of 
Brice  W.  and  Jane  Wommack  Hammack,  late  in  the  1850’s 
said  that  his  grandfather  fought  in  the  Indian  wars  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  he  meant  that  he  was  his  GREAT  grandfather,  but  his 
grandfather,  William  Hammack,  who  was  a  Revolutionary 
Soldier,  may  also  have  fought  in  the  Indian  wars. 
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Other  footnotes  in  the  Seneca  W.  Hammack  record  show 
William  Hammack’s  maternal  grandfather,  William  Worn- 
mack  was  born  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  and  “came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  when  young,  Catherine  Streetman,  maternal  grand¬ 
mother,  his  wife,  was  also  born  in  Geneva  and  died  in  Lincoln 
County,  Mo.,  1835.”  William  Wommack  it  is  noted,  died  in 
1811,  in  Tennessee.  A  further  notation  made  by  Miss  Helen 
Wagner  says:  Aunt  Nancy  and  Aunt  Catherine  were  born  in 
Sumner  County,  Tenn.,  date  blank,  died  in  Lincoln  County, 
Mo.,  1835  and  1854,  respectively;  uncle  William,  blank,  died 
in  Lincoln  County  1857  or  9.  Jane  (Wommack)  married  Brice 
W.  Hammack  in  Tennessee  1817,  and  they  came  to  Missouri 
in  1820.  Seneca  W.  Hammack’s  mother  was  born  in  Sumner 
County,  Tenn.,  Dec.  21,  1800,  and  died  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo., 
March  27  1848  (this  was  Jane  Wommack  Hammack)  “Uncle 
Richard  was  born  near  Carthage,  Tenn.,  Smith  County,  1805, 
died  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  1885.  Mary,  aunt  of  Seneca’s, 
was  born  in  Carthage  in  1808,  died  in  Lincoln  County  1845. 
Hiram,  uncle  of  Seneca’s,  was  born  in  Carthage  in  1811,  and 
death  date  in  blank. 

Back,  now  to  the  family  of  Seneca  W.  Hammack,  the 
grandfather  of  Miss  Helen  Wagner.  The  record  shows,  she 
said,  that  he  was  born  near  Mackville,  Mo.,  (Lincoln  County) 
Feb.  19,  1825,  and  died  in  Middletown,  Montgomery  County, 
January  30,  1893.  In  1855,  he  married  Elizabeth  Mary  Hamil¬ 
ton,  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  12/21/1829,  died  5/21/1865. 
His  second  wife  was  Mattie  Caroline  Hamilton,  born  in  War¬ 
ren  County,  Mo.,  6/6/1836,  and  they  were  married  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1866.  She  died  8/18/1918,  near  Middletown,  Montgom¬ 
ery  County,  Mo.  (There  is  no  explanation  of  the  similar  sur¬ 
names  of  the  two  wives).  First  wife’s  children:  Laura  Jane 
2/29/1848;  died  in  San  Bernardino,  Calif.,  2/7/1927;  Alexan¬ 
der  Wiseman  10/16/1951  died  near  Middletown,  Mo.,  April  11, 
1919;  Margaret  Dianna  11/21/1853  died  at  her  home  in  St. 
Louis  12/30/1938  (interlineation  “lived  at  Willisville,  Mo.”); 
Napoelon  Bonaparte  8/18/1856  died  near  Middletown  9/23/- 
1857;  Eudora  Imogene  8/29/1858  died  San  Bernardino,  Calif., 
2/25/1952;  George  Washington  2/21/1861  died  San  Bernar¬ 
dino,  Calif.,  5/1/1934;  Eliza  Mary  5/12/1865  died  Middletown 
5/31/1865.  Children  of  second  wife:  Eugenie  Vianne  1/16/1868 
died  8/8/1945  in  Mexico,  Mo.  Delos  Webster  3/1/1871  died  in 
Middletown  7/6/1871;  William  Warren  4/11/1874  died  at  his 
home  in  Montgomery  City,  Mo.,  6/4/1952. 

Seneca  Watts  Hammack  was  commissioned  Captain  of 
Militia  during  the  Civil  War  and  was  not  in  the  regular  fed¬ 
eral  army.  In  1844,  he  was  appointed  as  cadet  to  the  Military 
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Academy  at  West  Point,  reported  there,  but  was  not  retained. . 
long  due  to  defective  teeth.  A  cadet  at  that  time  with  any. 
sort  of  physical  defect  was  not  kept  as  cadet.  Much  disap-... 
pointed,  he  began  teaching  and  continued  this  profes¬ 
sion  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was,  also,  county  surveyor, 
0ustice  of  the  peace,  etc.  His  Biographical  Sketches  written  iil 
1890  are  interesting  and  informative  throughout  but  there  is 
too  much  for  it  to  be  reproduced  in  its  entirety  here.  His 
biographical  sketches  are  evidence  that  he  did  much  family 
research — back  to  his  maternal  grandparents,  both  of  whorp  • 
came  from  Geneva,  Switzerland.  His  paternal  grandparents 
lived  in  Virginia  and  were,  as  stated  herein,  Daniel  and  Ann 
Rust  Hammack. 

Martin  Hammack,  who  was  a  taxpayer  in  Lincoln  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.,  in  1821  was  closely  related  to  Brice  W.  and  William^ 
Hammack.  The  three  moved  there  in  the  year  1820,  Martin  7 
from  near  Nashville,  Brice  and  William  from  Dixon  Springs, 
Smith  County,  Tennessee.  Martin  was  the  son  of  John  Ham-1' 
mack  of  Greenville,  North  Carolina  who  figures  to  have  been 
a  brother  of  the  senior  William  Hammack  of  Sumner  County^ 
Tennessee.  As  Martin  named  one  of  his  sons  Brice  M.  and  as  t 
Brice  W.  performed  the  ceremony  when  Brice  M.  married 
Miss  Grey  it  is  good  evidence  that  Martin,  William,  Jr.,  and... 
Brice  W.  were  first  cousins.  Also,  Martin  Hammack  enlisted 
in  the  War  of  1812  from  Tennessee,  as  did  the  Brice  Martin , 
Hammacks.  1  ..7. 

THE  MARTIN  AND  BRICEN  MARTIN  HAMMACKS  ■ 

Mrs.  Mae  E.  Cross,  great  granddaughter  of  Martin  Ham-  ; 
mack,  of  Clear  Lake  Oaks,  Lake  County,  California,  has  given  • 
the  lineage-history  of  Martin  Hammack  as  follows:  “I  am  the^ 
great  granddaughter  of  Martin  Hammack  who  was  the  son  of  ' 
John  Hammack  and  Nellie  Martin  Hammack.  He  was  born  in  ’ 
Greenville,  N.  C.  When  he  was  12  his  father  died  and  hisa 
mother  took  him  and  his  two  brothers,  John  and  Brice  (M) 
to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  make  their  home  with  her  brother 
Col.  Bricen  Martin.  :  ' 

“Martin  Hammack  married  Eleanor  McNair,  daughter  of, 
Robert  McNair  and  niece  and  adopted  daughter  of  Alexander 
McNair,  the  first  governor  of  Missouri.  Of  this  union,  eight  ' 
(nine?)  children  were  born;  namely,  John,  Brice,  Mary, 
Martha,  Margaret  Ann,  William,  Robert,  Jasper  and  Sarah 
Eleanor.  Brice  and  his  older  brother,  John,  made  a  journey  ’ 
to  California  in  1847.  They  stayed  in  California  two  years 
and  were  there  when  gold  was  discovered.  They  returned  tQ.. 
Missouri  (New  Hope,  Lincoln  County)  in  the  fall  of  1849  and.', 
persuaded  their  parents  to  sell  all  of  their  property  in  Mis^ 
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souri  and  return  to  California  with  them.  The  party  left  Mis¬ 
souri  in  April,  1852,  and  arrived  at  old  Shasta  City,  California, 
in  October,  1852. 

“Brice  (M)  Hammack  II  married  Elizabeth  Ann  Grey  on 
Christmas  Day  in  1852,  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.  Of  this  union  were 
bom  four  children;  namely,  Sarah  Eleanor,  Martha  Anne, 
Henry  Martin  and  George  W. 

“George  Hammack  married  Minnie  jane  Speck  and  they 
had  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  I,  Mae  Elizabeth  Hammack 
Cross,  am  the  daughter/’  (she  here  failed  to  give  the  names 
of  her  six  brothers). 

“Returning  to  the  family  of  Martin  Hammack.  John 
Hammack  taught  school  for  a  year  or  two  after  arriving  in 
California;  he  then  returned  to  Missouri  (New  Hope,  Lincoln 
County)  to  live.  Brice  (M.)  Hammack  died  in  Lake  County 
in  1865,  several  years  before  his  father  died.  Mary  Hammack 
married  E.  B.  Bole;  they  had  six  children.  Martha  marred 
Jonas  Inghram;  they  had  10  children.  Margaret  Ann  married 
Woods  Crawford;  they  had  seven  children.  Sarah  Eleanor 
Hammack  married  William  Munroe  Woods  and  they  had 
three  children.  William  and  Robert  Hammack  never  married. 
Brice  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Hammack’s  daughter,  Sarah  Eleanor 
married  Peter  Bean — their  one  daughter  died  at  birth.  Mar¬ 
tha  Anne  Hammack  married  Smith  Eakle;  they  had  two 
daughters  and  one  son.  Henry  Martin  Hammack  never  mar¬ 
ried.  George  Hammack’s  oldest  son,  Brice  Hammack,  had 
three  children,  two  boys  and  a  girl;  the  girl  died  in  infancy; 
his  two  sons  are  still  living— Herman  Hammack  lives  with  his 
mother  in  Yreka,  California,  never  married;  Brice  Hammack, 
third,  lives  in  Portland,  Oregon,  has  a  daughter;  and  little 
son,  Harry,  who  died  at  18  months.  I  (Mae  Elizabeth  Ham¬ 
mack)  married  Henry  Douglas  Cross;  am  a  widow  and  have 
a  son  and  daughter;  my  son  (not  named)  lives  in  New  York 
and  has  not  married.  My  daughter  has  a  boy  and  a  girl  (she 
did  not  give  the  names  here,  but  paragraphs  and  continues) : 

“Clair  Hammack  died  soon  after  the  first  World  War,  as 
a  result  of  the  war.  He  was  not  married.”  (another  para¬ 
graph)  . 

“Valentine  C.  Hammack  is  an  attorney  in  San  Francisco 
and  has  four  daughters.  Harold  M.  Hammack  is  an  attorney 
in  Riverside,  California,  and  has  one  daughter.  Thus,  the  two 
sons  of  Brice  Hammack  (2nd)  and  the  little  grandson  are  all 
that  bear  the  Hammack  name  of  the  Martin  Hammack  fam¬ 
ily  who  came  to  California  in  1852.  Some  of  the  Crawford 
family  live  in  Lake  County;  but  the  other  members  of  the 
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Hammack  family  are  scattered  or  gone.”  End  of  quote. 

From  the  above,  it  is  seen  that  Martin  Hammack  was  a 
cousin  of  Brice  W.  Hammack,  as  the  elder  John  in  North 
Carolina  was  a  brother  of  William  Hammack.  There  were 

three  intermarriages  of  Hammacks  with  the  Virginia  Martin 
families — this  one,  Daniel  Hammack  III  and  Daniel  Ham¬ 
mack  I.  Each  was  a  different  Branch  of  the  Martins  and  each 
named  a  son  Martin.  Martin  Hammack,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  made  application  for  bounty  land  at  Troy,  Lincolr. 
caunty,  Mo.,  March  17,  1851,  and  was  then  59 — born,  there- 
icie  in  1792.  His  residence  was  shown  as  New  Hope,  Lincoln 
county,  Mo.  The  application  stated  his  War  of  1812  service  12 
months  before  being  discharged  in  January,  1812.  As  this  war, 
according  to  the  history  we  have  read,  did  not  begin  until 
1812,  there  is  a  possibility  of  an  error  in  year  dates  in  the  old 
lecords,  for  Martin  was  given  a  bonus  land  grant  and  pension 
tor  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  enlisted  and  served  as 
a  private  under  Capt.  Metcalf,  the  same  captain  his  cousin, 
Brice  W.  Hammack,  who  is  recorded  as  beginning  his  service 
in  1812,  served  under.  Brice  is  also  recorded  as  serving  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  Martin  Hammack  enlisted  at  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  as  a  resident  of  Smith  County.  When  William  and 
thrice  Hammack  moved  from  Dixon  Springs,  Smith  County, 
in  1820,  to  New  Hope,  Lincoln  County,  Missouri,  Martin  evi- 
aently  went  with  them,  for  he  was  a  taxpayer  there  in  the 
year  1821.  The  application  mentioned  above  was  sworn  to  be¬ 
fore  Brice  W.  Hammack,  J.  L.  C.  C.,  at  New  Hope.  The  appli¬ 
cation,  or  declaration,  for  a  pension  by  Martin  Hammack, 
under  Act  of  1871  War  of  1812,  was  made  at  Lakeport,  Lake 
^ounty,  California,  and  recited  that  he  enlisted  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  December,  1811,  and  was  discharged  in  January  1812, 
after  12  month’s  service  The  two  year  dates  have  evidently 
been  confused,  for  from  December,  1811,  to  January,  1812,  is 
only  one  month  and  it  is  stated  that  he  served  12  months. 
The  pension  was  granted  August  15,  1871.  Martin  Hammack 
was  deceased  Aug.  30,  1873,  according  to  his  widow  in  her 
application  for  pension  made  Oct.  21,  1879.  She  stated  he  was 
a  private  under  Capt.  Brice  Martin  (she  did  not  name  Capt. 
Metcalf)  and  was  married  to  Martin  Hammack  under  the 
name  of  Eleanor  McNair,  February  22,  1822,  and  that  he  died 
in  Lake  County,  California,  August  30,  1873,  postoffice,  Lake- 

port. 

Mrs.  Mae  Eizabeth  Cross,  writer  of  the  letter  quoted 
above,  is  the  authoress  of  a  novel  of  some  424  pages  entitled 
AGAIN  TO  EARTH,  depicting  life  on  a  California  ranch  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  often  referred  to  as  the  “gay  Nineties,”  “The 
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Story  of  the  Grey  Family,  Gramma  Grey,  her  two  sons  Bud 
and  John,  her  daughter-in-law  Jane,  John’s  wife,  her  five 
grandsons  and  her  granddaughter,  li’l  Liza  Jane,  fiery,  indi¬ 
vidualistic,  a  fighter.”  In  a  letter  to  us,  Mae  Elizabeth  Ham- 
mack  Cross  admits  that  she,  herself,  is  “li’l  Liza  Jane  of  the 
novel.  She  says  in  her  letter:  “Don’t  let  it  (the  book)  shock 
you!  li’l  Liza  Jane  was  pretty  much  of  a  hellion,  believe  me, 
the  setting  is  the  Brice  Hammack  ranch,  as  it  was  when  I 
was  born,  a  true  description  of  the  ranch.”  The  letter  was 
signed  Mae  Elizabeth  Hammack.  The  book  title  shows  the 
authoress  as  Elizabeth  Hammack  Cross.  She  says,  in  letter 
that  Bricen  Martin,  uncle  of  Martin  Hammack,  was  a  Rev¬ 
olutionary  soldier  and  that  one  of  the  guns  brought  over  the 
plains  by  Martin  Hammack  when  the  Hammacks  trekked 
from  Lincoln  County,  Missouri,  in  1852,  to  Lake  County,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  was  one  used  by  Bricen  Martin  in  the  War  of  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  The  gun,  itself,  is  now  in  the  museum  in  Lake  Coun¬ 
ty,  California.  “My  youngest  brother,  who  lives  in  Riverside, 
California,  has  the  saber  that  belongs  to  this  gun.”  She  said, 
further,  that  the  Hammacks  were  the  first  white  settlers  in 
Lake  County  and  that  “my  aunt  was  the  first  white  child 
born  there.”  “Judge  Crawford,”  she  writes,  “a  son  of  Mar¬ 
garet  Hammack  Crawford,  wrote  an  account  of  the  family 
and  their  trip  to  Lake  County  and  it  is  in  the  archives  of  the 
State  Historical  Society.  He  wrote  this  from  memory  when  he 
was  quite  elderly  and  it  is  not  too  authentic  in  some  of  the 
data.”  Soon  after  writing  this,  Judge  Crawford  died  at  the 
age  of  87. 

Mae  Elizabeth  Hammack  Cross  has  much  more  complete 
data,  lineage-history,  on  her  maternal  side,  the  McNair  and 
the  Martin  families. 

Lest  there  be  continued  confusion  over  the  service  of  the 
Brice  Hammacks  in  the  War  of  1812,  we  repeat  here  that 
Brice  Wiseman  Hammack  served  in  that  war  under  Captain 
Metcalf,  and  Martin  Hammack  served  under  Capt.  Bricen 
Martin.  It  is  “piecing  together”  old  records  like  these,  with 
the  intervals  between  finding  them,  that  errors  are  made; 
and  makes  it  necessary  to  write  our  family  history  progress¬ 
ively. 

The  Martins,  the  Middletons  and  the  Hammacks  from 
the  earliest  days  in  the  Virginia  settlements  have  ever  been 
closly  associated  by  intermarriages  and  the  naming  of  chil¬ 
dren  for  members  of  the  families.  The  Martins  are  said  to 
have  operated  ships  from  England  to  America  at  that  time. 
The  Hammacks,  as  you  have  seen,  came  on  the  ship  Globe, 
as  did  the  Middletons.  The  Martins  owned  and  operated 
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ships  plying  from  the  English  Isles  to  America  in  these  anci¬ 
ent  times;  and  when  they  settled  in  America  are  said  to  have 
come  on  one  of  their  own  ships.  Possibly  the  ship  Globe, 
Captain  Black,  was  one  of  the  Martin  ships.  Wnether  the 
rhree  tamilies  came  together  to  the  Yeomcomico  river  area  of 
Virginia  or  did  not  come  together,  we  find  them  living  there 
in  the  year  1656,  after  William  Hammack  had  married. 
There  was  a  Martin  Hammack  there  of  that  period,  but  we 
are  unable  to  prove  whether  he  was  a  son  of  the  first  Daniel 
Hammack  or  a  son  of  the  first  Benedict  Hammack. 

Mrs.  Mae  Elizabeth  Hammack  Cross,  writing  another 

letter,  says,  in  part:  “The  description  of  the  ranch,  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  life  on  the  ranch  (in  my  book)  are  all  entirely 
authentic.  The  characters  in  the  novel  are  mostly  authentic. 
Those  of  the  family  (Hammack  designated  as  Grey)  are 
authentic,  as  well  as  all  the  characters  on  the  ranch.  Other 
characters  are  not  entirely  authentic.  The  episodes  are  built 
on  fact,  some  authentic  (throughout)  others  added  to  or 
changed.  The  book  is  true  in  that  respect,  but  is  not  authen¬ 
tic,  inasmuch  as  I  have  said  it  is  fiction  and  not  biography. 
Gramma  Grey  was  the  daughter  of  Clifford  Grey  (correct 
name)  and  married  to  Brice  Hammack  (son  of  Martin  and 
Eleanor  McNair  Hammack)  They  (Elizabeth  Grey  and  Brice 
M.  Hammack)  were  married  in  Missouri  just  before  the 
family  left  there.  They  were  married  on  Christmas  Day 
(1851).  The  characters:  Gramma  Grey,  Jane,  John,  Uncle 
Bud,  in  the  book,  are  entirely  authentic,  as  are  some  of  the 
minor  characters.  Ole  Joe  is  authentic,  but  the  story  of  his 
life  is  changed.  Lil  Liza  Jane  is  I,  to  this  extent — it  is  my 
family,  my  background,  my  philosophy,  but,  of  course  the 
plot  of  the  story  is  NOT  authentic,  though  it  closely  follows 
the  history  of  my  life  in  many  ways.  You  may  say  that  the 
book  was  based  on  the  Brice  Hammack  family  and  their 
environment,  but  that  the  book  is  fiction  in  that  it  is  not 
authentic.  In  real  life,  the  characters  in  the  book  are: 
Gramma  Grey:  Elizabeth  Ann  Grey  Hammack,  wife  of  Brice 
Hammack  who  was  son  of  Martin  Hammack;  John  Grey  was 
George  Washington  Hammack,  youngest  son  of  Brice  and 
Elizabeth  Hammack;  Uncle  Bud  was  Henry  Martin  Ham¬ 
mack,  the  third  child;  Jane  Grey  was  George  W.  Hammack’s 
wife  and  mother  of  Lil  Liza  Jane  and  the  five  boys  in  the  book; 
Aunt  Martha  was  Martha  Anna  Hammack,  second  daughter 
of  Brice  and  Elizabeth  Hammack  ,and  their  oldest  daughter 
was  Sarah  Eleanor  Hammack,  named  after  aunt  Sarah 
Eleanor  Hammack  who  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Martin 
Hammack  and  who  was  seven  years  of  age  when  the  Ham¬ 
mack  family  left  Missouri  to  cross  the  plains  to  California. 
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Cliff  Grey  was  (and  is,  now)  Valentine  C.  Hammack,  my 
brother.  He  was  Assistant  Attorney  General  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  World  War  under  Tom  Clark,  Attorney  General,  and 
after  the  war  was  alien  property  custodian,  as  well,  for  the 
Pacific  Coast  States  and  Colorado,  Nevada,  Utah  and  Arizona. 
He  was  named  Valentine  because  he  was  born  on  St.  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day,  and  Clifford  after  Clifford  Grey,  father  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ann  Grey  Hammack.  My  oldest  brother  (Jack  Grey  in 
book)  was  named  Brice  Levi,  Brice  for  his  grandfather  Brice 
M.  and  Levi  for  my  mother’s  father.  My  youngest  brother 
(Bobby  Grey  in  the  book)  was  named  Harold  Merle  Ham¬ 
mack,  the  given  names  after  family  friends.  Harold  Merle 
was  in  the  first  World  War,  in  aviation,  was  badly  wounded, 
was  in  Veteran’s  Hospital  (a  long  time)  and  (after  discharge) 
attended  the  University  of  Southern  California,  where  he  got 
his  law  degree,  won  the  gold  medal  for  highest  scholarship 
— finished  the  course  in  three  years  and  was  elected  to  the 
National  Honor  Law  Fraternity.  He  is  (now,  1958)  senior 
attorney  with  the  Southern  California  Power  Company,  and 
was  president  for  several  years  of  the  Riverside  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion.  My  brother  Valentine  C.  got  his  law  degree  at  the 
University  of  San  Francisco,  and  was  at  one  time  Assistant 
State  Attorney.  He  was  one  of  the  attorneys  who  went  to 
Japan  to  set  up  the  trials  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Japanese 
War  Criminals.  He  also  was  in  the  first  World  War,  as  were 
my  brothers  George  Herbert  (Greg  in  the  book)  Frank  Clair 
Hammack  (George  Grey  in  book.  Frank  Clair  Hammack, 
called  Clair,  died  as  a  result  of  the  war  and  is  buried  in  the 
Veteran’s  Cemetery  in  Southern  California.  My  brother, 
Brice  L.  Hammack  was  not  in  the  war  as  he  was  married  and 
had  a  family,  though  his  two  sons  were  both  in  the  second 
World  War. 

“Martin  Hammack,  his  son  Brice  Martin  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  were  the  first  white  settlers  in  Lake  County  (California). 
My  aunt  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Lake  County.  The 
family  (families)  left  Charleston,  Mo.  in  April  1852.  They 
took  the  Oregon  Trail  to  California,  coming  by  way  of  Nevada 
line  and  on  down  the  trail  along  the  Humboldt  River.  They 
branched  off  the  trail  just  before  reaching  Lassen  Meadows 
in  Nevada,  going  by  Honey  Lake  on  the  Nobles  cutoff — open¬ 
ed  in  the  spring  of  1852  —  passing  north  of  Lassen’s  peak; 
and  entered  the  Sacramento  Valley  at  Fort  Reading  above 
Battle  Creek.  This  road  skirted  the  Snake  River  Desert  and 
the  lava  fields  of  modern  Lassen  County.  The  party  spent 
the  first  winter  at  Middletown,  four  miles  from  old  Shasta 
City.  The  next  spring  (1953)  they  moved  down  the  Sacra¬ 
mento  River  to  near  where  Coulsa  City  now  stands.  While 
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there  they  heard  of  Lake  County,  and  five  of  the  men  rode 
norseback  with  an  Indan  guide  to  where  they  could  look 
uown  irom  the  mountains  into  Clear  Lake.  The  loilowmg 
spring,  1854,  the  party  made  their  way  into  LaKe  County 
witn  ine  Indian  guiae,  bunding  their  own  roaas,  etc.,  ana 
arrived  in  April.  There  were  14  wagons  in  tne  Hammack 
train  ana  only  three  men  outriders.  Martin  HammacK  re- 
iused  to  join  a  big  train  or  to  guide  a  big  train  across  tne 
plains,  as  he  was  urged  to  do.  They  started  out  with  over 
iuur  nunared  head  oi  line  cattle  ana  horses,  ana  drove  oxen 
tto  wagons)  across  the  plains.  Martin  Hammack  went  back 
uo  ms  old  home  in  Tennessee  to  get  some  especially  tine 
oiooaed  horses,  five  mares  and  a  stallion,  to  aud  to  nis  own 
&ooa  stock  in  Missouri,  to  bring  to  California.  The  tamiiy 
planned  on  having  tine  stock  farms  in  California.  Tney 
arrived  in  Lake  county  with  about  300  head  oi  cattle  and 
norses  intact  alter  the  trip  from  Missouri.”  We  have  quoted 
me  description  of  this  journey  not  only  because  it  is  so  in¬ 
teresting  to  us,  but  because  we  think  it  will  be  of  greatest 
interest  to  every  Hammack  who  reads  it  in  tnese  annais. 

Valentine  C.  and  Brice  Levi  Hammack,  listed  above  are 
proven  to  be  descendants  of  the  Martin  Hammack  lines  and 
not  of  the  Lewis  Hammack  lines  as  indicated  on  page  131, 
Vol.  II.  Part  III.  However,  the  Levi  shown  there  is  correct 
tor  that  line,  but  the  Valentine  shown  is  not  correct. 

Returning  to  page  121,  second  paragraph.  Martin  Ham- 
rnack’s  father  was  John  Hammack  of  North  Carolina.  Judge 
william  Hammack  and  Judge  Brice  W  .Hammack  were  sons 
of  William,  John’s  brother.  Therefore  Martin  and  the  two 
brothers  were  first  cousins;  and  Brice  M.  Hammack  and  the 

two  brothers  were  second  cousins.  1235077 

IN  ANOTHER  LETTER  MRS.  CROSS  WRITES: 

“Brice  Hammack  died  in  1865  in  Lake  County  when  my 
father  (his  son  John  )  was  six  months  of  age.  He  left  the 
ranch  that  is  described  in  my  novel  and  his  widow,  Elizabeth 
Ann  Grey  Hammack  (Gramma  Grey)  carried  on  to  the  day 
of  her  death,  just  as  I  described  in  the  book.  His  father, 
Martin  Hammack,  died  several  years  after  his  son  Brice  died. 
He  also  left  quite  an  estate  to  his  widow,  Eleanor  McNair 
Hammack,  and  his  (their)  children.  That  estate  joined  that 
of  my  grandmother’s  ranch,  but  had  been  divided  up  among 
the  different  heirs  before  I  was  born.  My  grandmother’s 
(Gramma  Grey)  estate  was  left  in  trust  and  later  the  trust 
broken  just  as  described  in  my  book.  As  I  have  written,  my 
book  is  fiction  based  on  facts,  in  part,  and  pure  fiction  in 
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other  parts.  The  boy  Alan  in  the  book  was  my  first  beau; 
the  other  boy,  Paul,  was  based  on  two  characters.  My  hus¬ 
band,  Harry  Douglass  Cross,  is  not  in  the  booK;  he  was  born 
ana  reared  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  I  met  him  in  1915  during 
the  World  Fair  in  San  Francisco.”  Here,  Mae  Elizabeth  does 
not  mention  employment  as  a  nurse  in  St.  Luke’s  Hospital, 
as  was  mentioned  in  the  wrapping  of  her  book,  but  says: 
“I  was  for  a  number  of  years  in  a  big  corporation  law  office 
in  San  Francisco  (prior)  to  my  marriage  to  Harry  Cross  in 
1918.  We  were  married  on  December  15,  just  after  the  first 
World  War.  Our  boy,  Harry  Douglass  Cross,  Jr.,  was  born  on 
May  4,  1920,  in  Englewood  Cliffs,  Mew  Jersey.  He  was  never 
married,  now  lives  in  New  York  and  is  an  editor  of  a  Na¬ 
tional  music  magazine.  Our  daughter,  Shirley  Mae  Cross, 
was  born  on  March  3,  1928,  in  Oakland,  California.  She  was 
married  to  Robert  Ray  Strov/bridge,  a  naval  reserve  flyer  in 
World  War  II,  on  August  6,  1945.  Their  son,  Ronald  Ray 
Strowbridge,  was  born  Sept.  5,  1946.  Their  daughter,  Stacy 
Carol  Strowbridge,  was  born  July  27,  1950.  My  husband, 
Harry  Douglass  Cross,  Sr.,  died  here  in  Lake  County  July  31, 
1949.” 

Mae  Elizabeth  Cross,  as  a  footnote,  writes:  “I  can  hardly 
believe  that  you  (Henry  Hammack,  the  writer  of  these  family 
annals)  are  81  years  of  age.  Your  picture  in  your  book  looka 
like  a  man  20  years  or  more  younger;  you  certainly  resemble 
the  Hammacks  of  our  branch;  and  look  like  Uncle  Bud  in 
my  book  looked.” 

It  is  logical  that  John  Hammack,  migrating  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  Greenville  County,  North  Carolina,  in  the  early  post 
Revolutionary  was  a  brother  of  William  Hammack,  son  of 
Daniel  II  and  Ann  Rust  Hammack,  who  also  migrated  to 
Greenville,  but  no  records  have  been  found  to  prove  it.  As 
has  been  seen,  John  Hammack  had  a  son  named  Martin  for 
his  mother’s  family.  There  was  a  Martin  Hammack  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  named  also,  it  is  presumed  for  his  mother’s 
people.  By  environment,  this  Martin  Hammack  was  a 
brother  of  Daniel  II  and  son  of  Daniel  I.  The  name  Martin, 
son  of  John  Hammack,  could  have  been  given  for  his  grand¬ 
father  Martin  Hammack  as  well  as  for  his  mother’s  father. 
If  this  were  the  case,  John  and  William  in  Greenville,  N.  C. 
would  be  first  cousins.  However,  we  think  it  more  logical 
that  they  were  brothers.  The  land  records  of  Virginia  show 
that  the  Martin  families  and  the  Hammack  families  were 
neighbors.  Daniel  I  must  have  married  one  of  the  Martin 
daughters  and  Martin  Hammack  of  the  Revolution  must 
have  been  their  son. 
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Since  the  foregoing  was  written,  a  subsequent  communi¬ 
cation  gives  some  clarification  and  additional  information 
ui  tne  ulear  Lake,  California,  families.  “Lake  County”  says 
me  writer,  Mae  E.  (Hammack)  Cross,  born  and  reared  on  tne 
rsricen  Hammack  Ranch,  as  has  been  stated,  “is  a  most 
beaumul  country,  famous  for  its  beauty  and  climate.  The  ; 
mountain  (at  tne  ranch)  is  Mount  Konocti,  an  Indian 
name  tor  Big  Chief.  The  Hammack  ranch  was  located  across 
uiear  Lake  from  my  present  home,  which  I  bought  and  mov- 
eu  into  three  years  ago.  Previously,  I  owned  a  ranch  in  Long 
valley,  som  ol5  miles  from  he:e,  keeping  aoout  42  acres  and 
filing  the  rest  of  it.  The  Brice  Hammack  Ranch  was  som 
jU st  as  described  in  my  novel  AGAIN  TO  EARTH.  Gramma 
v^rey  (as  stated  previously  of  the  book)  was  Elizabeth  Ann 
c^rey  of  Missouri.  She  married  Brice  Martin  Hammack  in 
mncoln  County,  Missouri,  on  Christmas  Day,  1851.  He  was 
corn  January  23,  1831  ,and  she  was  born  on  March  8,  1836. 
nis  lather,  Martin  Hammack,  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1/89, 
and  his  wife,  Eleanor  McNair  was  born  on  March  9,  1803. 
ihey  married  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.  January  9,  1822.”  (Note: 
William,  Martin  and  Bricen  Wiseman  Hammack  came  from 
Tennessee  to  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  in  the  year  1820,  authority 
oapt.  Seneca  W.  Hammack). 

THE  JAMES  TYRA  HAMMACKS  of  New  Hope,  Lincoln 
County,  Mo.  pp  122-123.  He  was  one  of  the  10  children  of 
Bricen  (Brice)  Wiseman  and  Jane  Wommack  Hammack 
wno  married  in  1817  in  Dixon  Springs,  Smith  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  moved  from  there  to  New  Hope,  Lincoln  County,  f 
Missouri,  in  1820.  James  Tyra  was  their  fifth  born  child  and  ~ 
was  born  near  New  Hope  March  31,  1827.  He  was  deceased 
there  on  June  4,  1877,  aged  50  years,  two  months  and  three 
days.  Previously,  it  was  assumed,  erroneously,  that  he  had 
been  married  only  once,  but  further  search  into  county  mar¬ 
riage  and  probate  court  records,  family  records  and  tomb¬ 
stone  inscriptions  prove  that  he  was  married  twice,  five  of 
his  children  being  born  to  his  first  wife  and  three  by  his 
second  wife.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Elsberry 
Ihey  were  married  December  2,  1847,  four  months  before  he 
was  21.  Their  children  were  Sarah  (Sallie)  A.,  born  March 
3,  1849,  Lydia  Jane,  born  May  16,  1851,  James  Franklin,  born 
March  16,  1856,  Mary  Lee,  born  August  31,  1861  died  May  6, 
1878,  William  W.  (dates  of  birth  and  decease  have  not  been 
found  on  tombstone  inscription  or  in  family  records). 

Sarah  H.  Hammack  and  William  A.  Taylor  were  married 
at  New  Hope  February  22,  1868.  Her  monument  shows  she 
was  born  March  3,  1849,  died  March  19,  1928. 
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James  Franklin  Hammack.  His  monument  in  Hammack 
graveyard  shows  he  was  born  March  16,  1856,  and  died  Feb- 
uary  23,  1882. 

Mary  Lee  Hammack.  Her  monument  in  New  Hope 
Cemetery  shows  born  August  31,  1861,  died  May  6,  1878. 

William  W.  Hammack.  Marriage  records  in  Troy  court¬ 
house  show  he  was  married  three  times:  first  marriage  to 
Lydia  E.  Elsberry  March  11,  1875,  second  marriage  to  Alice  R. 
Elsberry  March  5,  1887,  and  third  marriage  to  Susan  Hatfield 
January  11,  1891. 

Lydia  Jane  Hammack  married  George  J.  Dryden  in  New 
Hope  February  4,  1874.  Family  records  show  she  was  born 
May  16,  1851,  and  was  deceased  August  23,  1937.  Previously, 
George  J.  Dryden  had  been  married  to  Alice  Wood,  who  lived 
about  eight  years  after  the  marriage  After  her  death,  he 
married  Nancy  Cunningham,  who  lived  about  two  years,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  his  third  wife,  Lydia  Jane  Ham- 
nmack  in  New  Hope  February  4.  1874,  as  above.  George  J.  and 
Lydia  Jane  had  seven  children  born  as  follows:  Nellie  Irene 
December  30,  1874,  James  Littleton  March  1,  1877,  Mary  Lee 
July  7,  1879,  (she  died  July  2,  1953)  Herbert  September  4, 
1881,  (he  died  January  5,  1886)  an  unnamed  infant  son 
March  5,  1884,  who  died  the  following  March  12,  Georgia  Jane 
September  1,  1886,  and  Edwin  Cullen  May  8,  1890.  James 

Littleton  Dryden  of  New  Hope,  Georgia  Jane  Dryden  (Mrs. 
G.  H.  Rarey,  120  Mt.  Vernon  Drive,  Decatur,  Georgia,  and 
Edwin  Cullen  Dryden,  Greenbrier,  Ark.,  survive — 1958.  James 
Littleton  Dryden  went  to  the  Philippines  in  1904  as  a  teacher; 
and  came  back  to  Elsberry,  Mo.,  in  1907,  married,  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Manila  in  1908  with  his  wife,  mother,  Lydia  Jane 
Hammack  Dryden,  then  a  widow,  and  his  then  unmarried 
sister,  Georgia  Jane  Dryden.  There,  Georgia  Jane  met 
George  (G.  H.)  Rarey  and  they  were  married  in  1910.  They 
lived  in  Manila  one  year  after  the  marriage,  then  came  to 
the  States  locating  in  Salem,  Oregon.  They  lived  there  until 
1917  when  George  went  to  army  training  camp,  was  made  a 
first  lieutenant.  He  remained  in  the  army  and  was  later 
made  a  colonel.  Col.  Rarey  and  Georgia  Jane  had  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Bettye  Ruth,  who  married  Frank  Stanley  in 
England.  They  now  live  at  120  Mt.  Vernon  Drive,  Decatur, 
Georgia.  Her  mother  Georgia  Jane  Rarey,  has  lived  with 
them  since  the  death  of  Col.  Rarey  in  1954. 

Back  to  James  Littleton  Dryden,  above,  born  March  1, 
1877.  He  married,  first,  Francis  Robinson,  at  Leslie,  Mo., 
and  they  had  one  child,  second  marriage  to  Laura  Crume, 
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and  there  were  eight  children  by  this  marriage.  After  his 
return  from  the  Philippines,  James  L.  continued  to  live  and 
rear  his  family  of  nine  children  at  Elsberry,  Missouri. 

Edwin  Cullen  Dryden  was  born  near  New  Hope,  Mo.,  May 
8,  1890.  He  was  for  many  years  a  railway  mail  clerk  and  is 
now  (1958)  retired  and  he  and  his  wife,  the  former  Zorah 
L.  Nichols,  of  Adrain,  Mo.,  (they  married  in  Kansas  City, 
Dec.  9,  1911)  now  live  on  a  farm  near  Greenbrier,  Arkansas. 
He  does  not  farm  but  is  employed  in  building  and  carpentry. 
At  their  home,  she  raises  beautiful  flowers,  specializing  with 
the  iris. 

Edwin  C.  and  Zora  Dryden  have  two  sons  --  their  only 
children.  Edwin  Carlyle  was  b^rn  in  Kansas  City  September 
15,  1912,  married  Nancy  Claire  Mumford  June  25,  1927,  and 
they  have  three  children.  William  George  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1923,  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  married  Dollie  Mae 
Henry  November  25,  1949,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 


Back  to  Mary  Lee  Dryden,  born  July  7,  1879,  died  July  2, 
1953.  She  married  David  S.  Findley  on  Christmas  Day,  1907. 
They  had  six  children. 

Mary  Elsberry  Hammack,  wife  of  James  Tyra  Hammack 
and  mother  of  the  five  children  named,  died  June  13,  1863, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Hammack  graveyard  near  Elsberry. 
Her  tombstone  reads:  Mary  E.  wife  of  J.  T.  Hammack,  born  in 
Bourbon  County,  Kentucky,  on  April  23,  1829,  died  June  13, 
1863.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  N.  and  Lydia  Elsberry. 
William  N.  was  born  1792,  died  1872,  and  is  buried  in  Ham¬ 
mack  graveyard.  Lydia  was  born  in  1820,  died  in  1880  and  was 
also  buried  in  this  graveyard.  The  will  of  William  N.  Elsberry 
bequeaths  to  Lydia,  widow,  and  children-grandchildren  as 
follows:  1.  Sarah  A.  Taylor;  2.  Lydia  J.  Hammack;  3.  William 
W.  Hammack;  4.  James  T.  Hammack,  and  5.  Mary  Lee  Ham¬ 
mack.  These  were  Mary  E.  Hammack’s  children,  the  daughter 
being  deceased.  The  living  children  were  named  in  the  will 
as  Robert  E.  Elsberry,  George  W.  Elsberry,  William  E.  Els¬ 
berry,  Benjamin  F.  Elsberry,  Nancy  A.  (Elsberry)  Cannon, 
and  Sarah  E.  (Elsberry)  Frazier. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  in  1863,  James  Tyra 
Hammack  married  Elizabeth  Alice  Galloway  in  Elsberry 
August  8,  1864.  There  were  three  sons  born  of  this  marriage, 
who,  of  course,  were  half  brothers  to  the  children  of  his  first 
marriage.  These  three  sons  were:  George  Morgan  Hammack, 
Albert  Sydney  Hammack  and  Eugene  Hammack.  George  M. 
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and  Eugene  never  married,  Albert  Sydney  is  shown  to  have 
been  married,  but  had  no  children.  Elizabeth  Alice  Galloway 
Hammack,  the  mother  of  the  three,  died  April  10,  1900,  and 
her  tombstone  in  New  Hope  Cemetery  reads:  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  J.  T.  Hammack,  born  May  10,  1833,  died  April  10,  1900. 

MYSTERY  GRAVE.  The  grave  beside  that  of  Bricen 

Wiseman  Hammack  in  the  Gatesville,  Texas,  cemetery,  is 
not  that  of  his  wife,  Jane  Wommack  Hammack,  as  has  been 
assumed  by  86  year  old  Miss  Sally  Hammack  and  by  Stoney 
Hammack,  both  of  the  generation  now  living  in  Gatesville, 
and  the  identity  of  the  ancient  person  buried  there  remains 
a  mystery.  Tom  L.  Hammack  dug  out  Jane’s  monument,  bur¬ 
ied  beneath  the  surface  in  old  Hammack  cemetery  near  New 
Hope,  Lincoln  County,  Missouri,  during  the  present  year  1958, 
which  shows  her  death  as  occurring  there  just  110  years  ago 
At  the  time  of  Tom  L.’s  discovery,  an  unmarked  grave  beside 
that  of  Jane  became  a  mystery,  but  this  has  since  been 
cleared  by  Georgia  Dryden  Rarey  (Mrs.  G.  H.  Rarey)  of  120 
Mt.  Vernon  Drive,  Decatur,  Georgia,  great  granddaughter  ol 
Jane’s,  who  in  her  youth  lived  with  her  parents  in  New  Hope, 
sometimes  visited  the  cemetery  with  her  grandmother,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hammack,  who  told  her  much  of  the  history  of  the 
Hammacks  buried  there  and  said  that  the  grave  beside  Jane’s 
grave  was  the  grave  of  old  My  (presumed  Myra)  a  Negro 
slave  mammy  that  lived  in  the  household  with  the  Brice  and 
Jane  Hammacks.  This  unmarked  grave,  then,  is  no  longer  a 
mystery. 

Georgia  remembers,  also,  a  great  deal  of  other  family 
history  told  to  her  at  that  time  by  her  grandmother,  some  of 
which  have  not  been  told  in  the  Family  Sketches  by  Brice’s 
and  Jane’s  son,  Capt.  Seneca  W.  Hammack.  Her  uncle  Dan 
(Daniel  A.  Hammack,  after  his  removal  to  Texas,  surveyed 
out  the  town  of  Gatesville,  at  Ft.  Gates  (father  of  Gates¬ 
ville?)  and  that  her  uncle  Horace  went  to  Gatesville,  several 
time,  but  returned  to  New  Hope  each  time.  Horace  died  at  her 
mother’s  home  (Jane  Hammack  Dryden).  “Jane  Wommack 
Hammack,”  said  Georgia,  “is  buried  in  Missouri  (New  Hope) 
and  Old  My  is  buried  there,  too.” 

The  broken  monument  found  by  Samuel  T.  Donnell  in 
Gatesville  (Cemetery  from  which  only  the  date  1866  could  be 
deciphered  was  not  the  monument  of  Bricen  Wiseman  Ham¬ 
mack.  Brice  died  there,  according  to  the  Family  Sketches  of 
his  son  Seneca  W.  Hammack,  on  January  5,  1867,  which  was 
too  far  into  the  next  year  for  an  error  to  have  been  made  on 
his  monument. 
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THE  WILLIAM  ISHAM  HAMMACKS.  Returning,  briefly 
to  this  line  as  shown  on  pages  127-129,  and  item  No.  5  at  the 
top  of  page  129.  Information  comes  from  Lenora  M.  Ham- 
mack,  widow  of  William  Henry  Hammack,  that  her  correct 
name  is  Lenora,  but  most  have  called  her  Nora.  After  mar¬ 
riage  in  Kemper  County,  Mississippi,  she  and  her  husband 
moved  to  near  Ft.  Payne,  Alabama,  where  he  was  deceased 
May  5,  1954  (as  stated)  and  buried  n  the  old  cemetery  near 
Ft.  Payne.  There  was  a  tombstone  put  at  his  grave  showing 
his  name  and  birth  and  death  Jates,  also  showing  Iiis  widow’s 
name  and  birth  year,  1882,  and,  when  she  is  deceased  and 
buried  alongside  him,  the  date  of  her  decease  will  be  in¬ 
scribed.  Lenora  says  the  two  little  boys  did  not  live  two  years 
(as  shown  in  item  5)  but  Orman  G.  lived  22  months  and 
Emmett  Harris  lived  14  months.  Little  Francis  Lucile  lived 
almost  5  years.  The  son  Lloyd  J.  is  Lenora’s  only  living  child 
and  she  lives  with  this  son  near  Ft.  Payne.  She  did  not  give 
us  the  family  history  of  this  son,  L.  J.  Hammack,  Route  2, 
Ft.  Payne,  Alabama,  but  stated  that  he  is  a  farmer. 

THE  BENTON  COUNTV.  ARKANSAS,  HAMMACKS.  pp 
133-135  and  141-152. 

The  1850  census  for  this  county  shows  William  Hammack 
farmer,  born  in  Virginia  1804,  Nancy,  his  wife,  born  in  Ohio 
1808,  and  their  children,  all  born  in  Arkansas,  as  Martha, 
born  in  1833,  Mary  J.  Born  in  1835,  Scynthia,  bom  in  1836, 
John  W.  born  in  1837,  Artisema  born  in  1840,  Sarah  E.  born 
in  1843  and  Nancy  V.  born  in  1848.  There  were  two  other  chil¬ 
dren  listed  as  living  with  the  William  Hammack  family,  but 
relationship  was  not  shown.  One  was  G.  M.  Arnold,  born  in 
Arkansas,  1833,  the  other  was  Samuel  G.  Hammack,  born  in 
Arkansas  in  1848. 

In  this  same  census  there  appeared  another  family  cf 
Hammacks,  who  had  apparently  moved  there  —  also  from 
Tennessee— between  the  1840  and  the  1850  census,  and  listed 
as:  Thomas  Hammack,  farmer,  born  in  Tennessee  1834,  Mar- 
garett,  his  wife,  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1837,  and  their 
children  were  Sarah  E.  born  in  Tennessee  1839,  Martha  J. 
born  in  Tennessee  1841,  Lewis  E.  born  in  Missouri  1844,  Nancy 
born  in  Missouri  1846  and  William  Thomas  born  in  Arkansas 
1849.  Note  that  the  latter  was  the  only  one  of  the  children 
born  in  Benton  County.  Listed  as  living  with  the  family,  but 
relationship  not  shown,  were  Nicholas  Hammack  born  in  Ar¬ 
kansas  1847  and  Sarah  E.  Hammack  born  in  Arkansas  1849 
No  doubt  these  were  children  of  a  deceased  brother  of 
Thomas  Hammack.  The  name  Lewis  given  a  child  born  in 
Missouri  is  evidence  that  this  Thomas  Hammack  was  a  son 
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of  Benjamin  Hammack  of  Tennessee  who  moved  to  Missouri 
temporarily  before  going  on  to  Illinois.  This  Thomas  Ham- 
mack  family  moved  on  elsewhere,  possibly  back  to  Missouri, 
as  there  lived  in  Missouri  just  north  of  Benton  County  a  Dr. 
Wesley  Hammack  known  to  the  other  Hammacks  as  a  cousin 
of  some  sort.  William  Hammack  II  named  one  of  his  sons 
Doc  Wesley  for  the  doctor.  On  account  of  this  naming,  it  is 
also  logical  that  Dr.  Wesley  Hammack  may  have  been  a  son 
or  grandson  of  John  Hammack  of  Benton  County,  the  uncle 
of  William  Hammack  II.  At  any  rate,  it  is  clear  that  both  Dr. 
Hammack  and  the  Thomas  Hammack  family  were  closely 
related  to  William  Hammack  I,  and  his  descendants. 

William  (M.)  Hammack,  according  to  the  above  1850 
census,  did  not  have  a  junior  son  named  for  himself.  Thomas 
Hammack  also  had  no  son  named  William  according  to  the 
census.  Harvey,  the  brother  of  William  and  John,  reared  a 
large  family  in  Texas  and  none  of  his  family  ever  lived  in 
Benton  County,  Arkansas;  therefore,  William  M.  Hammack, 
who  was  born,  reared,  married  and  had  a  large  family  there, 
was  a  son,  or  grandson,  of  John  Hammack.  This  leaves  un¬ 
answered  the  question  of  parentage  of  William  Hammack 
who  died  in  the  Battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Washington  County, 

in  1862. 

The  two  line  paragraph  on  page  134,  commencing  “John 
H.  Hammack,”  &c.,  should  read  “William  M.  Hammack,”  &c. 
No  record  has  been  found  giving  the  marriage  and  family  of 
John  Hammack. 

William  M.  Hammack’s  children  by  his  first  marriage  to 
a  Miss  Patterson  have  previously  been  correctly  named.  His 
second  marriage  was  to  Mattie  Williams  Vandergriff,  widow. 
Children  by  the  latter  marriage  were:  Mack,  married  and 
now  living  in  Rogers,  having  only  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Fern,  Theodosia,  deceased  unmarried,  Doc  Wesley,  died  in 
1923.  He  had  a  daughter,  Loretta,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a 
son  Thomas  Sullivan  Hammack,  now  (1958)  yving  in  River¬ 
ton!  Wyo.  Another  son  Bryan,  full  brother  to  Mack,  also  lives 
now  in  Rogers,  but  formerly  lived  in  Bentonville.  He  has  five 
children,  all  living,  Roberta,  at  Tulsa,  Okla.,  Jaecine,  at  Ben¬ 
tonville,  Ark.,  J.  B.  Eula  Mae  and  Jack— names  and  addresses 
of  the  latter  three  not  given. 

For  better  clarification  and  convenience,  the  names  of 
the  first  set  of  children  of  William  M.  Hammack  are  repeat¬ 
ed:  Quixana,  Henry  C.,  Eugene,  Clarence,  Nancy,  John  and 

Roy. 

William  M.  lived  in  the  Pea  Ridge  area  and  both  of  his 
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wives  were  reared  in  that  area.  His  farm  adjoined  the  Elkorn 
Tavern  Farm.  We  have  some  early  history  of  the  Hammacks 
there  from  R.  J.  Hammack,  234  East  University  Street, 
Springfield,  Mo.  On  January  20,  1958,  he  says,  he  visited  his 
uncle,  Henry  Hammack  of  Southwest  City,  Mo.,  and  there 
found  and  read  a  copy  of  The  Pea  Ridge  Pod  published  July 
29,  1915,  containing  an  article  entitled  “News  About  Your 
Grandfathers,”  in  which  the  sale  of  the  William  M.  Ham¬ 
mack  estate  is  covered  n  detail,  and  is  very  interesting,  now. 
His  uncle  Henry  also  has  pictures  taken  at  the  time  of  the 
Battle  of  Pea  Ridge. 

WILLIAM  M.,  John  H.,  Jessie  H.  and  Rebecca  Ham- 
mack,  brothers  and  a  sister,  while  pioneers  of  Benton  County 
in  1832,  were  not  the  only  Hammacks  there  in  the  1830’s  as 
supposed.  Lewis  Hammack  and  family  at  that  time  came,  too, 
and  from  the  same  Grainger  County,  Tennessee,  as  did  the 
three  brothers  and  sister;  and  they  were  close  kin,  either 
uncie-nephew  or  first  cousins. 

The  above  is  proven  by  an  old  Circuit  Court  record  dis¬ 
covered  and  copied  by  Alvin  Seamster,  whose  address  is  Box 
398,  Bentonville,  Arkansas.  The  document  was  dated  May  9, 
1838,  which  was  about  six  years  after  the  Hammacks  came 
to  Benton  County  in  1832.  The  court  document  relates  to  the 
Will  of  Lewis  Hammack,  deceased  (not  stated  when)  and  had 
been  brought  in  Judge  J.  M.  Hoge’s  court.  It  pertained  to  the 
division  of  his  estate,  consisting  only  of  two  young  slaves, 
named  Isaac  and  Ritty.  The  court  decreed  that  they  should 
be  sold  and  the  proceeds  divided  between  two  daughters  and 
their  husbands,  James  Maxwell  and  his  wife  Ann,  and  John 
Maxwell  and  his  wife  Martha.  These  two  daughters  and  their 
husbands  were  the  defendants.  Claimants  were  designated 
as  David  Williams  and  his  wife  Margaret,  Teepee  Hammack, 
William  Hammack.  Ann  and  Martha  were  also  claimants  as 
well  as  being  defendants.  The  first  three  named  claimants: 
“having  filed  their  answer  herein,  in  which  they  admit  all 

the  equity  of  the  bill,” . “and,  having  failed  to  make  any 

appearance  herein,  the  matter  and  things  therein  set  forth 
are  taken  as  true.”  It  was  then  decreed  that  the  estate  be 
divided  between  James  Maxwell  and  his  wife  Ann  and  John 
Maxwell  and  his  wife  Margaret.  It  is  very  clear  from  the 
court  document  that  Ann,  Martha  and  Margaret  were  three 
daughters  and  Teepee  and  William  two  sons  of  Lewis  Ham¬ 
mack  and  were  all  of  his  living  children  at  the  time.  Also,  it 
is  clear  that  Margaret,  Teepee  and  William  wanted  the  two 
sisters,  Ann  and  Martha  to  have  the  entire  estate. 

There  was  another  family  came  to  Benton  County  before 
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the  year  1850,  named  Thomas  Hammack.  He  and  his  family 
are  listed  on  the  1850  census  obtained  by  the  Benton  County 
Historical  Society,  but  it  has  not  been  proven  that  he  or  his 
family  remained  there  after  the  year  1850.  This  family  also 
came  from  Grainger  County,  Tennessee,  via  Missouri,  to  Ar¬ 
kansas,  as  indicated  in  the  census:  Thomas  Hammack,  born 
in  Tennessee  1814,  Margaret,  his  wife,  born  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  1817 — their  children:  Sarah  E.  born  in  Tennessee  1839, 
Martha  J.  born  in  Tennessee  1841,  Lewis  E.,  born  in  Missouri 
1844,  Nancy,  born  in  Missouri,  1846,  and  William  Thomas  born 
in  Arkansas  1849.  G.  M.  Arnold,  born  in  Arkansas  1833  and 
Samuel  G.  (Arnold?  Hammack?)  born  in  Arkansas  1848,  are 
listed  as  living  with  the  Thomas  Hammack  family.  Note  that 
the  name  Lewis  was  given  one  of  the  Thomas  Hammack 
sons,  but  it  can  not  be  said  that  he  was  a  son  of  the  old  Lewis 
Hammack  there  in  Benton  County  because  the  name  Thomas 
does  not  appear  in  the  old  court  document.  Perhaps  old  Lewis 
and  Thomas  were  brothers.  At  any  rate,  it  is  indicated  they 
were  very  closely  related. 

The  son  of  old  Lewis  Hammack  named  William  must 
have  been  the  William  Hammack  who  died  in  the  Battle  of 
Prairie  Grove  in  1862,  whom  we  have  previously  supposed  to 
have  been  a  son  of  William,  one  of  the  three  brothers  who 
came  to  Benton  County  in  1832,  as  record  and  history  now 
gathered  indicates  that  William,  or  his  son  William,  lived  on 
a  farm  adjacent  to  the  Elkhorn  Tavern  and  the  family  were 
witnesses  to  the  Battle  of  Pea  Ridge  fought  very  close  to  the 
time  the  Prairie  Grove  battle  was  fought. 

In  regard  to  old  Lewis  Hammack’s  relationship  with  the 
other  Hammacks  back  in  Grainger  County,  Tennessee,  an¬ 
other  contingency  is  that  he  may  have  been  a  brother  of 
Benjamin  Hammack,  the  father  of  William  M.,  John  H.,  Jes¬ 
sie  H.  and  Rebecca  Hammack.  Of  course,  in  that  case,  he 
would  have  been  their  uncle.  This  is  reasonable  and  logical, 
but  there  is  no  proof. 

There  once  lived  just  over  the  State  Line  of  Arkansas,  in 
Missouri,  a  Dr.  Wesley  Hammack,  traditionally  a  sort  of  In¬ 
dian  herb  doctor.  The  William  Hammacks  of  Bentonville  al¬ 
ways  said  that  the  doctor  was  not  of  their  line,  but  closely 
related.  Doc  Wesley  Hammack  there,  when  born,  was  said  to 
have  been  delivered  by  Dr.  Wesley  and  the  parents  named 
the  newly-born  babe  Doc  Wesley  in  the  doctor’s  honor.  It 
seems,  now,  that  Dr.  Wesley  Hammack  would  have  been  a 
son  of  Teepee  Hammack.  This,  also,  is  logical  and  reasonable, 
but  is  not  proven. 
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Lloyd  Hammack,  now  (1958)  living  on  route  4  from  Ben- 
tonville,  Arkansas,  recently  presented  Mr.  Alvin  Seamster 
with  a  sword  that  his  father  picked  up  on  the  Pea  Ridge 
Battlefield  sixty  years  ago.  During  the  presentation  of  the 
sword,  Lloyd  said  that  he  doesn’t  know  much  about  the  Ham- 
macks  of  old,  but  does  know  “they  were  living  here  before 
this  was  a  county  or  state.” 

Later,  Lloyd  told  Mr.  Seamster  that  his  father’s  name 
was  Clarence  William  Hammack  and  his  grandfather’s  name 
was  William  Hammack.  Both,  he  said,  were  born  on  the  old 
homestead  on  the  Pea  Ridge  Battlefield.  Nan  Martin  of 
Southwest  City,  is  his  aunt,  Roy  Hammack  217  Main,  Joplin, 
Mo.,  is  a  half  uncle.  Two  other  half  uncles  are  Mack  and 
Bryan  Hammack  of  Rogers,  Ark.  These  are  all  mentioned  on 
pages  133,  134,  135  and  145  of  this  book.  “The  old  Hammack 
name  appears  in  old  deeds  from  1839  and  on  for  several 
years.” 

The  above  William  Hammack  witnessed  the  Battle  of 
Pea  Ridge  but  did  not  participate  in  it  as  a  soldier;  and  it  was 
William  Hammack,  the  son  of  Lewis  Hammack.  who  died  in 
the  Battle  of  Prairie  Grove.  See  paragraph  above  regarding 
the  Lewis  Hammacks. 

There  exists  a  tradition  that  one  of  the  Hammack  fam¬ 
ilies  then  living  in  the  Benton  County  are  moved  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  taking  a  herd  of  cattle  and  horses  during  the  gold 
iush  to  California  in  ’49,  or  within  a  few  years  thereafter. 
No  record  has  been  found  to  prove  or  disprove  this.  The  tra¬ 
dition  may  be  tied  in  with  Martin  Hammack  going  to  Lake 
County,  California,  leaving  Lincoln  County,  Missouri,  in  the 
Spring  of  1851  or  2,  about  which  you  may  read  under  the 
heading:  “The  Martin  Hammacks”  of  Clear  Lake,  California. 
Mae  Elizabeth  Hammack  Cross  of  Clear  Lake  Oaks,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  from  her  family  records,  showed  no  other  that  the 
Martin  Hammack  families  going  on  the  California  expedition, 
therefore,  if  a  Benton  County  family  did  go,  they  were  on 
their  own. 

Jesse  Harvey  Hammack  is  recorded,  on  the  authority  of 
his  grandson,  Birk  Hammack,  as  having  gone  to  California  in 
1849 — when  he  was  about  26  or  7,  but  he  only  stayed  a  year 
or  two,  then  returned,  and  soon  thereafter  moved  to  Texas 
where  he  was  married  twice  and  reared  a  large  family.  There 
were  two  other  Benton  County  families  that  could  have  gone 
to  California:  1.  The  Thomas  Hammack  family  on  whom  no 
record  is  found  after  the  year  1850;  2.  John  H.  Hammack 

family.  The  latter  would  not  have  gone,  however,  until  1869 
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or  70  as  we  have  a  last  record  of  him  removing  from  Benton 
County  in  the  year  1869.  Samuel  is  another  of  the  family 
Hammack  that  could  have  gone  to  California  after  his  mar¬ 
riage  to  Sarah  May  in  Benton  County  in  1869.  There  is  no 
record  to  tell  us,  now,  whether  Samuel  was  a  son  of  Wm.  M. 
or  his  brother,  John  H. 

THE  J.  L.  HAMMACKS,  OF  BENTON  &  CARROLL  CO. 
Since  the  above  paragraphs  on  the  old  Benton  County 
Hammacks  were  written,  it  has  been  discovered  that  still  an¬ 
other  Hammack  family  lived  there,  but  this  family  came 
after  the  Civil  War.  There  is  evidence  that  James  L.  Ham¬ 
mack  moved  there  from  Harrison  County,  Mo.,  about  the  clos¬ 
ing  year  of  the  war;  and  record  proof  that  he  was  living  at 
Springtown,  in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  in  1879. 

He  was  born  in  1834,  his  parents  not  of  record  but  were 
of  the  Grainger  County,  Tennessee,  families  which  came  to 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  in  the  early  days.  James  L.,  himself, 
said  that  he  lived  most  of  his  life  in  Harrison  County,  Mis¬ 
souri,  indicating  he  may  have  been  born  after  his  parents 
moved  there.  He  volunteered  as  a  private  in  the  Union  Army 
at  Eagleville,  Missouri,  September  22,  1861,  and  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  there,  according  to  federal  records,  June  2, 
1862  The  cause  of  his  discharge  was  a  broken  left  leg,  re¬ 
ceived  in  a  fall  while  on  army  duty,  and  which  would  not 
heal  during  a  two  months’  stay  in  the  regimental  hospital 
He  was  granted  a  federal  pension  in  1879  and  was  then  a 
carpenter-farmer  and  living  at  Springtown,  Benton  County, 
Arkansas.  He  stated  in  his  pension  application  that  he  was 
discharged  at  Benton  Barracks,  and  possibly  was  referring 
to  the  official  report  made  by  order  of  General  Schofield, 
Captain  Robinson  Cook,  which  was  not  made  until  Sept.  24, 
1864,  when  the  discharge  papers  were  delivered  to  him  there. 
This  and  the  pension  application  indicate  his  residence  as 
Springtown,  Benton  County,  Arkansas.  However,  his  second 
wife,  Louelda  Christian,  filled  out  a  paper  in  connection  with 
obtaining  a  pension  for  two  minor  daughters  by  his  first 
wife,  Sarah  E.  Hudson,  in  which  she  said  the  latter  married 
James  L.  Hammack  and  she  was  deceased  in  Carroll  County 
August  26,  1893,  four  daughters,  two  of  them  minors,  sur¬ 
viving:  Mary  M.  Hammack  born  Nov.  13,  1886;  Anna  A.  Ham¬ 
mack  born  Feb.  22,  1888;  Dolly  M.  Hammack  born  Nov.  28, 
1889,  and  Sarah  I.  (Inda)  Hammack  born  April  25,  1892 
After  his  first  wife’s  death,  James  L.  married  Louelda  Christ¬ 
ian  in  Carroll  County  (Berryville)  June  26,  1894.  This  all  in¬ 
dicates  that  he  was  a  bachelor  in  1879  when  he  applied  for 
pension  and  lived  a  bachelor  during  all  of  his  residence  in 
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Benton  County.  The  pension  record  also  indicates  he  had  a 
son  by  his  first  wife,  George  T.  Hammack,  in  1904  living  in 
Fotawatomie  County,  Oklahoma,  last  account.  There  is  no 
record  of  James  L.  Hammack’s  death,  but  it  is  evident  that, 
he  died  in  Carroll  County  and  is  buried  there  as  was  his  first 
wife,  Sarah  E.  Hammack. 

THE  ANDREW  J.  HAMMACKS  of  McRae,  Arkansas.  p.p 
86,  87,  132  and  133. 

An  aged  son,  Charles  Benjamin  Hammack,  now  of  North 
Little  Rock,  then  living  in  McRae  informed  this  chronicler 
that  it  was  traditional  in  his  line  that  they  lived  in  Kentucky 
before  his  grandfather,  Lewis  Hammack,  joined  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Army,  was  captured  and  died  in  the  infamous  Ander- 
sonville  prison.  Records  have  been  found  that  may  confirm 
this  tradition. 

In  1810  there  were  four  families  Hammack  listed  in 
Madison  County,  Kentucky,  Daniel  with  four  sons,  two 
daughters;  William  with  two  sons  one  daughter,  Ephriam 
with  four  sons,  three  daughters,  and  Lewis  with  two  sons, 
.wo  daughters.  See  “Kentucky  Hammacks”  in  subsequent 
pages.  Late  Note:  Charles  Benjamin  Hammack — above — died 
Oct.  10,  1958,  age  81. 

The  names  of  the  two  sons  and  two  daughters  of  Lewis 
Hammack  have  not  been  found,  but  it  is  reasonable  a  son 
would  be  named  for  him  and  was  the  Confederate  soldier 
enlisting  in  Tennessee.  There  were  several  Lewis  Hammack 
families  of  different  lines  living  in  Lunenburg  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  the  late  1700’s  and  this  Madison  County,  Ky.,  family 
must  have  been  one  of  them  removed  there  and  it  is  reason¬ 
able  that  the  family  moved  from  there  to  Tennessee,  for  some 
record  has  been  discovered  of  Hammacks  living  in  Tennessee, 
moving  there  from  Kentucky.  A  Hugh  Hammack,  the  tradi¬ 
tional  name  indicating  he  was  in  that  old  line,  lived  at  Roar¬ 
ing  Springs,  Christian  County,  Kentucky.  His  son,  Robert 
Ashton  Hammack,  moved  from  there  to  Springfield,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  and  lives  at  701  Fifth  avenue  West.  The  Hugh  Ham¬ 
mack  lines,  however,  as  has  heretofore  been  seen,  moved  to 
Georgia  and  Alabama,  so  that  this  particular  Hugh  must 
have  been  descended  from  one  of  the  old  lines  in  Madison  or 
Garrard  County,  Ky. 

William  Hammack,  one  of  the  four  above  listed,  had  a 
son  George  who  moved  into  Garrard  County,  Ky.  Among  his 
children  was  an  Andrew  J.  Hammack,  born  1842,  died  (in 
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that  county)  1912.  He  outlived  his  namesake,  Andrew  J. 
Hammack  of  McRae,  Arkansas,  only  six  years.  The  Arkan¬ 
sas  Andrew  was  born  in  1840.  two  years  before  the  Kentucky 

Andrew  we  know  to  be  a  grandson  of  the  Kentucky  William. 
If  the  Arkansas  Andrew  was  a  grandson  of  the  Kentucky 
Lewis  the  two  Andrews  would  have  been  second  cousins. 

The  evidence  now  in  hand  is  very  conclusive  that  Andrew 
J.  Hammack  of  McRae,  Arkansas,  was  a  grandson  of  Lewis 
Hammack  of  Madison  County,  Kentucky. 

THE  HUGH  HAMMACKS  and  THE  WILLOUGHBY 
HAMMACKS.  On  page  47  it  was  stated  that  Willoughby 
Herbert  Hammack  of  route  5,  Lake  City,  Florida,  is  a  name¬ 
sake  of  Willoughby  Hammack  who  was  also  his  uncle.  Later, 
it  was  learned  (but  not  corrected)  that  the  uncle  for  whom 
Willoughby  H.  is  named  was  a  maternal  uncle.  It  was  also 
learned  (and  not  corrected)  that  Willoughby  Hammack, 
recorded  as  having  settled  in  Randolph  County  Georgia  — 
southern  part— where  settled  the  William  Harrison  and  the 
Paschal  Hammacks,  actually  settled  in  a  county  in  northern 
Georgia,  at  that  time  named  Randolph  but  soon  afterward 
changed  its  name  and  the  southern  county  then  picked  up 
the  name. 

Old  Willoughby  Hammack  could  have  been  only  related 
to  the  new  Randolph  county  Hammack  as  a  cousin — not 
uncle — for  records  now  prove  that  he  and  his  family,  upon 
leaving  old  Randolph  county,  moved  into  Kentucky,  Cald¬ 
well  County.  These  records  show  that  he  was  born  ir* 
Georgia  in  1804,  wife  of  Jane  was  born  in  1808  and  their 
children  were:  Nancy,  born  in  1833,  married  Benjamin  Lewis 
1850;  Mary,  born  in  Tennessee,  1839  —  later  life  unknown — 
Jason,  born  in  Tennessee,  1840,  died  in  Civil  War;  Marion 
born  in  Tennessee,  1842.  —  married  Mary  S.  Walker— and 
Thomas,  born  1847  in  Tennessee, — married  Nettie  Sarden. 
It  is  clear  from  this  record  of  births  of  Willoughby  and 
Janes’  children  that  their  first  child  was  born  in  Georgia 
(old  Randolph  County)  that  they  then  moved,  first,  to  Ten¬ 
nessee  (county  not  specified),  where  the  other  children  were 
born;  and  thence  into  Caldwell  County,  Kentucky;  and  the 
family  lived  there  in  1850,  and  were  living  there  in  1861,  or 
at  the  time  their  son  Jason  Hammack  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
War  from  Kentucky.  It  was  natural  to  tie  this  Willoughby 
inwith  Willoughby  Herbert  of  Lake  City,  Fla.,  the  name¬ 
sake  of  a  Willoughby  —  a  maternal  Willoughby.  This,  simply, 
is  just  another  case  of  something  not  proving  to  be  what 
seemed  to  be  at  first. 
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Willoughby  H.  Hammack,  Lake  City,  Fla.,  remembers,  as 
a  boy,  hearing  his  parents  speak  of  an  uncle,  or  great  uncle, 
Willoughby  Hammack,  also  another  uncle  or  great  uncle, 
William  Hammack,  who  was  the  great  Kentucky  Baptist 
evangelist.  This  definitey  again  ties  this  elder  Willoughby 
in  with  the  Paschal  Hammacks  of  the  second  Randolph 
county,  Georgia;  also  it  ties  some  of  the  Tennessee  Ham- 
macks  in  with  them.  “I  only  remember,”  said  Willoughby 
H.,  “hearing  my  parents  talk  about  an  uncle,  or  great  uncle, 
Willoughby  Hammack.  I  was  named  more  directly  after  my 
uncle  on  my  mother’s  side,  Willoughby  Maugham,  but,  of 
course,  I  was  named  both  for  him  and  Willoughby  Ham¬ 
mack.”  Research  is  progressing.  Something  may  be  added 
in  an  appendix  to  this. 

There  was  a  Willoughby  Hammack  of  this  same  period, 
as  can  be  noted  on  page  21,  volume  II,  the  eldest  son  of 
Thomas,  who,  himself,  was  a  son  of  Hugh  Hammack.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  the  same  Willoughby  we  now 
find  in  Kentucky  records,  as  given  above,  and  the  Fort 
Payne,  Alabama  Hammacks  were  in  error,  both  in  believing 
that  he  remained  a  bachelor  and  that  he  had  drifted  to 
Texas.  This  Willoughby,  as  noted,  moved  from  Georgia,  first 
to  Tennessee  and  then  to  Kentucky.  Being  the  eldest  child, 
he  could,  of  course  have  been  a  son  of  Thomas,  born  before 
the  latter  moved  from  Georgia  to  Fort  Payne,  but  it  is  more 
reasonable  that  he  was  a  brother  of  Thomas,  and  that  both 
were  sons  of  Hugh.  No  record  is  found  at  Clyde  and  Claude, 
Texas,  of  a  Willoughby  Hammack  ever  having  lived  there  and 
no  one  remembers  a  Hammack  of  that  name,  but  is  is  remem¬ 
bered  by  some  that  two  Mamrnacks  settled  there  in  the  long- 
ago,  brothers,  one  named  Clyde  the  other  Claude,  and  when 
the  two  towns  were  laid  out,  one  was  named  for  Clyde  and 
the  other  for  Claude.  We  mention  this  as  cumulative  evi¬ 
dence  that,  instead  of  going  there,  Willoughby  first  moved 
to  Tennessee  and  then  to  Crawford  County,  Kentucky,  where 
he  reared  his  family. 

Ail  of  the  known  children  of  Thomas  Hammack  are  listed 
on  pages  21-22  (Willoughby,  included).  Another  son  was 
W.  Y.  Hammack,  who  lived  at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  until  his 
death  July  10,  1958.  W.  Y.  was  the  eldest  son;  the  youngest 
is  Robert  V.  Hammack  of  1209  Shady  Lane,  Garland,  Texas. 
R.  V.  has  two  sons:  Shelby  G.  Hammack,  41,  living  in  Vernon 
Texas  ,and  is  president  of  the  Waggoner  National  Bank,  and 
R.  V.  Hammack,  Jr.,  36,  who  is  with  the  American  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Company  of  Hollywood,  California. 

The  five  brothers  and  two  sisters  in  the  family  of  the 
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elder  Thomas  Jefferson  Hammack,  as  corrected  and  complet¬ 
ed  were:  Thomas  Jefferson,  Jr.,  now  living  at  Honey  Grove, 
Texas;  his  only  child,  a  son,  J.  W.,  is  also  living  there;  Joe 
(Joseph)  lives  at  Paris,  Texas;  he  has  two  daugnters,  Estelle 
nammack,  Paris,  and  Maggie  Jo  Hammack  Woods,  Brookston, 
Texas;  Lee  moved  from  Texas  to  Los  Angeles,  California,  and 
died  there  about  two  years  ago;  he  had  a  daughter,  Mildred 
Hammack  Anderson,  living  in  Paris,  three  sons,  Weldon, 
Harry  and  Thomas,  all  three  living  now  at  Los  Angeles; 
Robert  V.  (his  family,  as  given  by  himself,  is  given  in  the 
next  above  paragraph) ;  William  Young.  The  latter  was  the 
eldest  of  these  five  brothers,  and  his  family  record  has  been 
given  full,  previously,  and  announcement  of  his  death  made 
in  the  above  paragraph.  The  two  sisters  are:  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Hammack  Warren,  now  living  in  Honey  Grove;  she  was  pre- 
vously  married  and  had  one  son  by  that  union,  Joe  Bailey 
Pete,  living  in  Paris;  (no  children  are  listed  by  her  secom. 
marriage),  and  Mary  Hammack  Bryant,  now  living  in  Paris, 
and  having  one  daughter,  Miss  Mary  T.  Bryant,  Paris. 

Ella  Mae  Smith,  one  of  the  daughters  of  W.  Y.  Ham¬ 
mack  previously  listed,  now  is  living  in  Lubbock,  Texas. 

THE  JESSE  THOMAS  HAMMACKS.  pp,  135-136.  Back 
to  Henry  Edgar  Hammack  on  page  136.  There  was  an  error 
in  stating  that  he  married  a  second  wife.  It  was  his  first 
(and  only)  wife,  Hope  Ewell  Hammack,  who  married  again 
after  her  first  husband,  H.  E.  Hammack’s  decease.  She  was 
71  at  the  time  of  this  second  marriage.  All  of  the  children 
of  Henry  Ewell  Hammacks  were  born  at  Cochran,  Georgia, 
and  it  was  the  previous  generation  that  was  born  and  reared 
at  the  old  Hammack  home  place  in  Early  County,  Georgia. 
It  is  recalled  by  an  elder  member  of  this  family  that  Jesse 
Thomas  Hammack  said  that,  in  the  early  days  when  the 
family  was  moving  between  South  Carolina  and  Alabama, 
by  wagon  train,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  measles;  and  his 
lather  died  and  was  buried  somewhere  just  off  the  trail.  Jesse 
Thomas  was  only  a  small  boy  at,  the  time  of  this  decease, 
and,  if  he  gave  the  name  of  his  father,  it  was  not  recorded 
nor  remembered.  The  colonial  ancestry  of  these  families 
now  can  not  be  traced  back  to  the  particular  line  of  descent 
from  William  Hammack,  Virginia  colonial  of  the  year  1656. 
This  line  of  Hammacks,  as  well  as  all  other  lines,  descended 
from  him. 

NOTE:  Since  the  foregoing  was  put  in  print,  later  in¬ 
formation  supplied  by  Willoughby  H.  Hammack  indicates 
that  some  of  the  Hammacks  who  once  lived  at  Cole¬ 
man,  Georgia,  including  himself,  were  descendants  of 
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Hugh  Hammack,  but  closely  related,  as  cousins  to  the  descen- 
uancs  of  Paschal  Hammack  there.  Before  going  to  Randolph 
uoumy,  Georgia,  they  had  lived  near  Newnan,  Georgia, 
wnere  Willoughby  H.  Hammack  was  born.  There  were,  there- 
rore,  two  separate  branches  at  Coleman  one  of  the  Hugh 
line  and.  one  of  the  Paschal  line. 

Here  are  some  revisions,  including  corrections  in  line - 
aaes  as  previously  given  in  this  book.  Joseph  Jackson  Ham- 
macK  (uncle  of  Willoughby  H.)  was  born  at  Coleman  Geor- 
gia,  Oct.  8,  1856,  died  August  12,  1909;  married  Kate  horaine 
ouaon  in  Clay  County,  Georgia,  and  she  died  May  20,  1945. 
rneir  children  were:  Nellie  Alvarene,  1887,  Kathleen  Nora, 
i8«9  Myrtle,  1893,  Jennie  Claud,  1895,  Barbara,  1897,  rreddie, 
1899,  Joseph  Terrell,  1903,  and  James  Albert,  1905  Kathleen 
(above)  married  P.  E.  Chandler,  and  she  now  lives  at  510 
rine  Ave  Albany,  Georgia.  J.  B.  Hammack  is  a  brothei  oi 
Willoughby  H  .and  he  and  their  cousin,  Kathleen,  supplied 
tms  information.  An  uncle  of  J.  B.  and  W.  H.  was  named 
William  David  and  was  a  famous  Baptist  preacher.  W. 
remembers  his  parents  speaKing  of  another,  much  olaer 
William  Hammack  being  a  renowned  Baptist  preacher,  who 
v  pither  his  great,  or  great,  great  uncle.  (This  was  w. 
^ptfst  evangeUst  in  Kentucky).  The  Rev.  William  David 
Hammack  was  born  April  13,  1846,  and  died  March  19  1936. 
He  married  Vickey  Veazen.  Their  only  child  was  named  Ava. 
After  his  first  wife’s  decease,  the  Rev.  William  D.  Hammack 
married  Julia  Jenkins,  and  there  was  only  child  a  son  born 
to  this  union,  Willie  D.  Hammack,  born  March  1,  1890  who 
now  lives  at  Coleman,  Georgia.  Another  uncle  was  James 
Hammack  born,  also,  in  Coleman.  His  wife’s  name  was  Ad- 
1“  ’’  and  she  lives,  a  widow,  now  in  Moultrie,  Georgia 

Her  husband  died  in  the  Civil  War.  They  had  no  children. 
The  aunt,  Katie,  was  born  in  1848,  and  married  Jack  Gassett, 
and  they  had  two  children:  Jack,  who  died  and  is  buried 
at  Arlington,  Ga.,  Jennie,  believed  to  be  still  living. 

Previously,  there  was  an  error  in  spelling  their  cousin 
Barbara’s  married  name,  the  correct  spelling  being  Rise  , 
instead  of  Risk.  She  is  a  sister  of  Homer  and  Russe.l  Ham¬ 
mack  She  married  Ben  Risch.  Also,  the  correct  spelling  o 
the  brother’s  name  is  Ernest  Malchum— not  Malschum. 
Also  ,the  correct  spelling  of  their  mother’s  name  is  Hulda 
Mangham,  not  Maugham. 

THE  GRANGERS  OF  HORRY  COUNTY,  SOUTH  CARO¬ 
LINA  See  the  first  volume,  pages  28  to  35,  inclusive,  and 
volume  n,  first  part,  60  to  63,  part  II  106  and  part  III  14 . 
Note:  Information  concerning  these  Grangers  was  receive^ 
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so  late  in  the  year  1958,  it  was  not  possible  to  do  any  research 
in  Horry  County,  S.  C.,  for  the  current  part  IV  of  volume  II 

in  *nfor™ati°n  i^dicates  that  Edmund  Riley  Granger  was 
in  Horrjf  County,  South  Carolina,  in  the  year  1857,  and  that 

is  wife  Frances  Wilkins  Granger,  was  also  born  there  in  the 
year  1861.  At  any  rate,  they  lived  there  during  all  of  their 
marned  lives  and  their  eight  children  were  born  there.  The 
children,  and  year  of  birth  of  each,  as  follows:  Mary  Luella 
Granger,  1883;  Hugh  James  Granger,  1885’  William  Arthur 
Granger,  1886;  Nancy  Idella  Granger!  W8;  Rebecc“  EsteUa 

Granger'  lfm-  P’rance*  Isabel, Gran§er,  1892;  Samuel  Corbitt 
Granger,  1895,  and  Riley  Gordon  Granger,  1898.  Hugh 

James,  second  born,  now  73,  lives  near  Lake  City,  Florida  and 

we  have  no  other  information  on  him.  now  The  last  born 

Riley  Gordon,  but  intimately  called  Gordon  lives  in  Lake 

WrTbrit  401  S°Uth  Division  street-  He  has  passed  his  sixtieth 
birthday,  is  prominent  among  Lake  Cityans,  director  in  one 

*h  bar'hs  there  and  the  operator  of  a  large  lumber  busi- 
incorporate^  “Granger  Lumber  Company, 

.  hay,e  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  these  Horry  Coun- 

y,  S.  C.,  Grangers  and  William  B.,  Stephen  and  John 
Granger,  of  Heard  County,  Georgia,  William  B.,  in  1848  hav- 
ing  moved  to  Columbia  County,  Arkansas,  were  very  closely 
related  as  cousins,  or,  possibly,  as  uncle-nephew.  There  has 
oeen  some  tradition  that  the  “three  Granger  boys”  in  Heard 
County,  Georgia,  moved  there  from  South  Carolina  after 
their  parents  decease.  It  seems  likely  that  another  brother 
of  these  three  remained. 

nf  f  H?-  TfRAIF  OF  TEARS-  According  to  tradition,  many 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Benton  County,  Arkansas,  coming 

from  Tennessee,  traveled  by  way  of  the  Cherokee  Indian  trail, 
then  known  as  “The  Trail  of  Tears”  made  by  the  Cherokees 
in  their  migrations  from  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Mississippi 
Alabama  to  Arkansas,  Missouri  and  Oklahoma.  Where  and 
how  this  trail  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  is  not  clearly 
known,  now,  but  it  is  evident  that  there  were  at  least  two 
branches  of  the  trail,  one  crossing  the  river  between  the 
states  of  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  the  other  crossing  the 
river  between  Tennessee  and  Southern  Missouri.  The  Ham- 
macks  migrating  from  Tennessee  to  Southern  Missouri 
North  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  —  then  known  as  Indian 
Territory  evidently  traveled  the  northern  branch  of  the 
chail.  Harvey  Hammack,  when  old  and  living  with  a  son  in 
Texas,  often  told  his  then  little  grandson,  Birk  Hammack 
now  of  Sayre,  Oklahoma,  that  he,  two  brothers  and  a  sister 
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traveled  the  Trail  of  Tears  from  Tennessee  to  Benton  Coun¬ 
ty,  Arkansas,  when  he  was  a  ten-year-old  boy.  That  would 
make  the  year  1832,  about  five  years  after  the  Indians  estab¬ 
lished  the  trail. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Atkinson,  who  was  head  of  the  History  Depart¬ 
ment  a  tLittle  Rock  University  from  its  founding  as  Little 
Rock  Junior  College  in  1927  until  his  retirement  in  1957,  and 
is  the  author  of  much  historical  writing,  among  which  is  a 
sketch  entitled  “The  Cherokees  Prospered  in  Arkansas” 
which  appeared  in  the  Arkansas  Democrat  Sunday  Magazine 
September  28,  1958.  This  highly  interesting  historical  sketch 
begins  with  the  sentence:  “The  Cherokees  always  ranked  as 
an  important  Indian  tribe  in  America.”  The  concluding- 
sentence  reads:  “It  was  the  Eastern  Cherokees,  and  not  the 
Arkansas  Cherokees,  who  followed  the  Trail  of  Tears’  ”.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  who  lives  at  210  Palm,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  has 
personally  informed:  “My  understanding  is  there  was  more 
than  one  ’Trail  of  Tears’;  it  probably  referred  to  one  parti¬ 
cular  route;  later  it  was  applied  to  other  routes.  That  may 
be  incorrect.  One  route  that  I  have  seen  referred  to  as  the 
Trail  of  Tears  was  the  route  followed  by  some  of  the  Chero¬ 
kees  from  Tennessee  across  southern  Missouri  and  across 
Northwestern  Arkansas  (probably  Benton  County)  and  on 
into  Oklahoma.  The  best  authority  on  the  Cherokees  is  E. 
E.  Dale,  University  of  Oklahoma,  Norman,  Oklahoma.” 

THE  ALLIN  HAMOCKS  or  HAMMOCKS.  Allin  Hamock 
or  Hammock  has  been  mentioned  on  so  many  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  pages,  no  reference  is  given  here.  We  are  indebted  to 
Nace  Cromwell  Hammack  of  412  Leyton  Avenue,  Lyndon, 
Kentucky,  for  the  information  we  have,  in  the  year  of  1958, 
on  the  descendants  of  Allin  Hammock  —  information  found 
by  him  years  ago,  records  on  which  have  been,  unfortunately, 
lost  and  which  he  now  has  to  give  to  us  from  memory  and 
some  of  it  now  having  been  forgotten. 

• 

Under  date  October  2,  1958,  Nace  Cromwell  Hammack 
writes,  in  part: 

“I  believe  that  Allin  had  a  son  named  John;  and  John’s 
will  was  probated  February  15,  1707.  All  of  his  estate  was 
left  to  his  son,  William  (Hammock),  Allin’s  grandson.  It 
was  my  supposition  that  William  (Hammock)  took  the  name 
to  Boston,  himself,  but  of  course  I  could  be  wrong.  It  is  my 
belief  that  a  certain  Captain  Hamock  (I  was  never  able  I 
find  out  if  the  ‘Captain’  was  a  title  or  a  real  name)  was  one 
of  the  sons  of  William  —  and  I  never  located  any  other  son 
or  sons.  Captain  Hamock  had  four  daughters:  Elizabeth, 
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who  married  Ebenezer  Miller;  Hannah,  who  married  Andrew 
Cazneau;  Sally,  who  married  Sam  Fitch,  and  Patience,  who 
married  William  Cazneau. 

“The  spelling  Hammock  is  often  found  in  New  England. 
At  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  there  was  a  well  known  schoolmaster 
by  the  name  of  Joseph  Tate  who  was  very  diligent  in  his 
recording  of  everything  of  note  during  the  middle  of  the 
1700’s.  His  old  manuscript  is  now  in  possession  of  the  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society;  and  his  writ¬ 
ing  brings  out  several  items  about  the  old  Hammocks  resid¬ 
ing  at  Somersworth  at  that  time.” 

We  have  gone  into  the  subject  of  Allin  Hamock  again 
only  because,  previously,  we  supposed  him  to  be  a  kinsman 
of  ours,  but  the  research  of  Nace  Cromwell  Hammack  tends 
to  prove  that  he  was  not.  It  is  apparent  that  Allin  Hamock 
was  a  descendant  of  the  English  Hammok  or  the  English 
Hamock  or  Hammock;  and,  therefore,  not  related  to  William 
who  came  from  England  to  the  Virginia  colony  in  the  year 
3  656.  Furthermore,  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that 
the  Hammocks  of  America  —  other  than  those  in  the  New 
Ehgland  states —  are  descended  from  Allin,  but  are  descend¬ 
ants  of  William  Hammack.  Such  Hammocks  have  corrupted 
the  spelling  of  their  true  name  Hammack. 

THE  POSTERITY  OF  WILLIAM  HAMMACK 
AND  REV.  JOHN  NORTON. 

Part  IV  of  Volume  II  is  concluded  with  the  following 
comments: 

It  is  not  unreasonable  that  all  of  the  Hammacks  of  the 
past  three  centuries,  except  a  comparatively  few  Ham- 
mac  who  changed  the  spelling  of  their  name  to 
Hammack,  have  been  the  posterity  of  William  Hammack, 
Virginia  1656.  It,  also,  is  not  unreasonable  to  include  the 
Hammocks  of  the  South  as  his  posterity,  for  evidence  shows 
that  the  Allin  Hammocks  of  New  England  remained  there, 
or  in  the  North.  Consider  that  the  early  families  were  large 
and  ran  mostly  to  sons;  and  that  the  families  ever  since  have 
run  largely  to  sons,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  explanation  of 
the  big  Hammack  and  Hammock  population,' now.  The  fact 
that  William’s  brother,  John,  and  sister,  Elizabeth,  came  to 
Virginia  a  little  later  indicates  these  three  were  the  last  of 
the  Hammack  family  in  England,  leaving  the  unrelated 
Yorkshire  Hammocks  in  England. 

The  relationship  of  the  several  hundred  lines  of  Nortons 
in  America  is  even  more  fantastic  than  the  Hammacks.  A 
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Norton  was  the  maternal  ancestor  of  this  writer.  Reverend 
John  Norton,  an  early  colonial  evangelist,  is  recorded  as  hav¬ 
ing  come  from  England  and  settled  in  Massachusettes;  and 
a  pamphlet  of  one  of  his  sermons  is  dated  1656— the  same 
year  that  William  Hammack  settled  in  the  Virginia  colony. 
At  this  time,  there  were  several  other  families  of  Norton 
living  in  New  England,  but  their  relationship  to  Rev.  John 
Norton  has  not  been  proven.  It  is  assumed  they  were  sons, 
as  there  was  one  named  John.  There  are  now  thousands  of 
Norton  families  in  the  New  England  states  and  in  other 
states,  some  of  them  living  in  the  state  of  Arkansas.  Some 
Nortons  may  be  able  to  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  Rev¬ 
erend  John  Norton,  but  recorded  proof  is  lacking  in  most 
cases.  The  writer  has  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  he  is  a 
maternal  descendant,  though  unable  to  find  recorded  proof. 
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